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PREFACE 


| PETE following plain and familiar Lectures will 
be found to contain neither more nor liſs than they 
| promiſe i in the Title-page. The Reader is preſented 
with nothing elegant, nothing elaborate, nothing ab- 
fRtruſe ar myſterious : there is very little entertainment 
in them for the faſtidious taſte of the Critic, or the 
deep eefearches of the Metapbyſician. Yet it is Foved, 
that- the humble Chriſtian, whole fir/t mquiry 155— 
What muſt I do to be ſaved? „ ill not be di 2 
appointed of an anſwer te this important queſiton, v7 l- 
lar to that which was returned to it by the Apoſtle : he 
Is, in the courſe of theſe Lectures, taught to © believe 
« in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he may be ſaved.” “ 
But he is alſo carefully inſtructed in the nature of l. that 
faith, to which ſalvation is annexed ; he. is. taught, 
that ſuch a faith i 1s only fo far acceptable in the f. ght 
of Gov, as it is 4 principle of holineſs, . and the eur. 
dation of obedience; 3 the one being the origin, and the 
other the 9 of Chriftian cry, | 


Thek- 


SO SP 
Theſe. Diſcourſes were compoſed, 45 the Reader 0 
eaſily diſcover, for the uſe of a congregation, more un- 
informed than we of this enlightened hemiſphere can 
eaſily conceive : he will find, that the pious Author 
fearcely takes it for. granted, that his hearers have any 
notion of a Supreme Being, whoſe power treated, whoſe 
wiſdom governs, and whoſe providence preſerves, the 
world, and all things therein. Like a wiſe maſter- 
builder, he begins at the very foundation; and his ad- 
dreſſes, ſo prudently adapted to the capacities of his 
. hearers, are arguments of no ordinary diſcretion, as _ 
1 well as humility, in the Teacher. And here give me 
= leave to obſerve, that Mr. Duke preſents himſelf; as 
an example highly worthy of 1 the imitation of thoſe, whoſe 
ht it may be to have 4 happier foil to cultivate, and 


minds more ſu eſceptible of religious improvement to inform. 


mg 
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1 Fur my own part, I cannot but think, that much of 
[ | the good, which might otherwiſe be done, is obſtructed 
_ by certain falſe ideas, which prevail in the minds of 
religious i n/truftors 3 among whom, errors of a very dif- 
ferent nature are olfervable. On ſome occaſions, we 
hear the preacher engaging the attention of a Chri ian 
audience, with, arguments, to prove, that there is 4 
Gov ;. which he ſets about to demonſtrate, from « the 
leb: ＋ nature, from © the works of the creation,” 
and ** the declarations - of Scripture .- all which, if 
the Bring of God is by this method to be proved, ſerve 
only to ſhow, that the Preacher has forgotten before 


| whom he Hang; 3. and that be 1s real: y Nin an af- 
1 | „ Oh 


* 
* 


Ty 


"a to bis 3 by ſuppoſo ing them fo erg 2 
norant; while he ſhould be employed in communicating” 


ful and pracrical inſtructions. fo them; And thus 
"much time is loft, much labour is miſapplied, in work- 
ing perpetually under ground, which might have been 
_ profitably beflowed, in building i hat ſoundation, 
which has already been laid, and in raiſing thereon a 
 beauteous fabric of merdl a ' chriſtian errang, | ; 


But if theſe err in  Iabouring continually on ' the 
foundation, others are net leſs miſtaken, who imagine, 
that the minds of their hearers are capable of fallow- 
ing them through the ſubtleties of argumentation, or the 
niceties of logical diſtinction. -Theſe perſons alſo wretch- 
 edly waſte their time and pains, without any probability 
of materially benefiting their congregation, by the unfar- 
tunate choice, which they have made of their topics of 
diſcourſe. To ſuch perſons we cannat too ftrongiy re- 
commend the ſimplicity of theſe adreſſes to the unlearned; ; 
and ſuch, every Preacher ſhould confider, as conflituting 
the majority of his congregation. I he purſues this 
plain and eaſy method of inſtruction, he will probably 
find, that thoſe of his hearers, that are beft informed, 
will be the foremoſt to commend the ſimplicity of his 
| diſcourſes. And let it not be ſuppoſes, that becauſe he 
is required not to be in the. claudi, he muſt neceſſarily 
be low, inelegant, and groveling. This is only to run 
from one extreme to another, whil Prudence, and a 
found judgment would effecrually guard him againſt 


| both. If Teachers are more intent on the advance - 
1 | | ment 


: T vii. ] : 
ment of Gov' s glory, and the real benefit of men's 's ſouls 
Ba on attrafting their admiration and applaile, they 

Swbill readily adopt 1 that plain and ami liar mode of in 
Aructlon, which nat vi approaches the nature 7 
eee, my Hers -_ | | 

"thy will 45 the moſt uſe ul and ano ot inters ing 
ache and treat them in the clareft and moſt farci- 
bie manner; they will not affeft to make choice of thoſe 
topics, which have exerciſed the pen of controvery, 
and which, after much diſcuſſion, are not, perhaps, to 
this moment fully ſettled ; they will rather adept the 
plan of that Inſtructor, in whom dwelt all the ala 
of divine wiſdom; they wil confider "what kind of 7 in- 
ftructions Hk choſe" to deliver to his di iſciples, in thoſe - 
1 fermons, Which his "Inſpired  Evangeli lifts have tranſ- 
mitted to us: plain declarations of poſitive duty 
earneſt exhortations to Chrz ;/tian virtue—forcible in- 
eitements to that which 15 good. porberful diſſuaſiues 
| from” that which is evil—precepts calculated at once to 

| inform the judgment, to warm the  affettions, and re- 

JO the heart—theſe are fome of the leadin ng excellen- 

cies of that my oft admirable ſyſtem of inftrudtions conn 

tained in the Goſpel, and the nearer the Chriſtian 
teacher approaches to this in the plas. 4 ” of of . his dec-. 
irine, the more Lood be will find himſelf capable of 
doing,” the, greater r fathsfuttion will he reap Fs his la- 
baurs, the more converts tl be make from the error of 


their evil” ways, to to the dey rr e and F 4 are 7 12 


th, ; | 
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Fer, 45 this form of doctrine what is n 


that is neceſſary to operate on the myft powerful feelings 


the human mind? Are our hopes of future good to 
be excited ® What is fo admirably adapted to this, as 


a repreſentation of the joys and glories of heaven, under 


every fimilitude that can attract gur admiration? A 
#ingdom that Hall entlure far ever; a pearl of ineftima- 
ble price; a treaſure of inexhauflible delight ; and, 
above all, the viſien of that all-gloriaus Being, in 


whoſe preſence is the fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right 


band there are pleaſurts for evermore. Are our ap- 


 frehen/ions of future evil neceſſary tb be awakened ?—' 


What can more powerfully ect this, than the decla- 
- rations, which even this diſpenſation of mercy abounds 


_ with, of everlaſting puniſhments prepared far the wit 
_ and i emperttent ? which declarations, iy the way, 8355 
are « the ſtrongeſt tokens of divine goodneſs ; inaſmuch as 
_ they are deſigned to diſcourage the ſinner from perſe- 


vering in.a courſe of diſobedience, and to check him in 
bis progreſs towards miſery and diſtruftion. Do: we 
| ftand in need of that conſolation, which Chriſtianity is 
ſo eminently capable of affording ? What can ſo abun- 


 dantly furniſh this peace and fatisfadtion, as thoſe gra- 


ciaus invitations addreſſed to the 4 weary and heavy- 


laden,” with the promiſes mercifully annexed to them? 


In Port, the judicious Preacher bas a treaſury ere 


him in the Goſpel, from which be may at all times 


produce fuch inſtructions, exhortations, d ifſuaſeves, en- 


ceuragements, promiſes, and threats, as the nature and 


— 


circumſtances of his ft tuation demand; and has no need 


9 


- Ge; 1 

1 have recourſe. to any arguments, which cannot be 
deduced from this ſource, to convince. the gainſayer, to 
correct the vicious, or confound the pride of the arrogant 


l and literally to profe , himſelf a fool, that he may. be 

1 entitled to the palm of wiſdom - but he is fo far to yield 

tts the authority of Gon, and of divine Revelation, as 
not to ſuffer the deductions of his fallible reajex ta riſe 
p againſt it, or by any means to ee in revs 
- with it. . 


2 
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. Paul ſays, « I determined to. know nothing among 
BN 'K nw; (owe Feſus Chrift, and him \ crucified i but 1 
Suppoſe no one that. reads tbeſe words caucei ves, that 
the Apoſtle li terally confined. all his knowledge to this 
Angle ſubjett : be means, that the doctrine of the croſs 
of Ghrift, was the only defirine, upon which. he would 
found his precepts of holineſs and abedience: It is as if 
he had faid, { will know no other doftrineguas. the baſis 
.of ſalvation, except that of Feſus Chriſt, and Him cru- 
.crfied. The Chriftian Preacher. wall do well to adopt 
this excellent maxim of the great Apgſtle of the Gentiles; 
ediſying his hearers on this faundation, and ftoring 
their minds with, principles virtue and Anctoledgc, 
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x as in other countries, the mads of injtr uetion, which 
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| | | unbelever.. Hei 25 nat required to renounce his reaſon, 


of. temperance and patience,: of godlineſs, benevolence, 
and uniuerſal charity; the genuine fruits and beſt de- 


T 


Fe} 
bath been here humbly recommended, and whi h is 
adopted in the following pages, may become more gene- 
ral : for even ſuppoſing many of the Adults in our con- 
gregations to have advanced a ſtep beyond this plain 


courſe of Chriftian inſtruction, the benevolent Mini er | 
of Chriſt will at this time find, that he has a new in- 
Zucement to deſcend as low as the nature of his ſubjeed 


will admit, for the benefit and edification of thaſe of his 
younger fellow-Chriſtians, whom the liberality of the 
pious and opulent hath lately broaght in ſuch multitudes * 

within the reach of his religious inſtrudtions, To theſe, 


every truly conſcientious Miniſter will be fludious to 


adapt his ſentiments and his language, that all may pro- 
fit, and all may be edified by his diſcourſes; that the 


young may receive early impreſſions of tbe excellencies - 
that religion, which is to be the future guide and com- 
pPanion of their lives; and that they, whoſe happineſs it 


bas been to be better informed, may be confirmed in the 
hnowledge and practice of the truth : that ſo all may re- 


Joice together in the day of recompence 3 when, from the _ 


toell. directed induſtry of the Teacher, and the happy 
proficiency. of the diſciple, it ſhall be found, that the one 


hath not preached in vain, neither hath the other heard - 
Z and believed i in vain, © 


| „ The makes, by the laſt return, in 1789, amounted 
to near 300,000, F 
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EXHORTATION 
u © x. 6- <3 


BEFORE SERVICE BEGAN, 1 


5 Friends, moſt 3 beloved f 
in the LoRD, : 


A 8 * is my purpoſe, through Gop's affitance, 
to take every proper opportunity of doing you 


good, ſoit is my earneſt defire, that you ſhould ſhow 
a readinets of mind to receive the inſtructions which L 


mean to give you; and that you ſhould bring with 


you ſuch a pious diſpoſition, as will beſt prepare you, 


to hear the word of Go, and to practiſe it in your 
life and converſation. It is with pleaſure I ſee ou 
aſſembled in this place; though I cannot hope that 
many of you are as yet properly ſenſible of the nature 
of the buſineſs on which we are entering; and there- 
fore I ſhall, in the firſt place, inform you, that when. 
you come to Church, you are ſerioully to conſider for, 


what purpoſe you come hither, and how you ought 
to behave i in the houſe of God. Now, the buſineſs, 


B | 


Ez YOoORTATTION. 


on which you come to Church, is to pray to Gop, 


v Log 
= 


| lic profeſſion or declaration of their religion, if they do 
their zeal in an open and public manner. That 


God, is the reaſon why Churches were built; and 


| plied to holy uſes': for hither Chriſtian people come 


their Chriſtian brethren ; to return thanks for all the 
public and private bleſſings they have received; to 


PE 


and to give Him thanks for his mercies, and alſo to 
hear Gop's holy Word read and preached to you. 
When you come to Church, you mean to join each 
other in one and the fame act of worſhipping the great 
Gop, in the houſe or place dedicated to his honour 
and ſervice; and you all mean to ſhow that you pro- 
feſs the ſame religion. It is true, we can pray to 
Gop in our houſes ; yet there muſt be a communion 
or agreement in all religious duties among Chriſ.. 
tians:—they agree in the ſame faith, and muſt Join 
in the ſame worſhip ; and they do not make any pub- 


not aſſemble together, and ſhow their devotion and 
Chriſtians may meet together to worſhip and pray to 
the Church is called Gop's houſe, becauſe it is ap- 


to pray to Gon for mercies, both for themſelves and 


hear Gop's Word read and preached to them, that 
they may be inſtructed in their duty; and to receive 
the benefit of Chriſt's death and paſſion in the holy 
Sacrament. In the Church, infants are baptized ; 
and no other place is fo proper for the purpoſe as the 
Church: hither alſo the bodies of thoſe are brought, 
who we hope are departed in the true faith and fear of 
Gov, to be committed to the earth, and decently to 
£54 Te, | » | - be 


* X n OR T A T I O N. 1 


be laid in holy ground, until the relies of Saints ſhall 
be raiſed from the grave, at the laſt day, and re- 
united to their ſouls. Our Churches then, you find; 
are holy places devoted to Gop ; and therefore 1 
perſons ought to come to them with reverence. When 
we ſet our feet in the Houſe of Gov, we ſhould con- 
ſider the majeſty of that Great Being, to whom this 
place is dedicated; that Gop is faid to be more im- 
mediately preſent in all thoſe places which are con- 


ſee, but hear us. And if we expect to meet the 


our devotions to Him, we ought to behave there 
with ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity; we ought to do 
nothing, which may diſcover that we are off our 


are guilty of profaneneſs, and treat the Great God 
with diſreſpect. Such perſons had better ſtay away, 
and not offer contempt to the Divine Majeſty, whom 
they profeſs to worſhip in this place. You may ob- 
ſerve, that Chriſtians, when they firſt come into 
| Church, appear as though they were ſaying ſome 


As ſoohas we enter into the Houſe of God, we ſhould 
beg Gop to make us intent on, and mindful of, the 
great buſineſs we are going upon. Some perſons, it 
is to be feared, ſay nothing, but uſe this as a mere 
matter of form; others knee] down, and ſay the 
B 2 | Lord's 


ſecrated to Him ; that when we tread his courts, we 
go to meet Him there, and truſt He will not only 


Great God in Church, when we appear to offer up 


guard, and not intent on the buſineſs which we are 
about. If any behave irreverently in Church, they 


prayer to themſelves :—and ſo every one ought to do. 


ST ESO TATTOO N 
Lozp s-Prayer to themſelves; while others uſe a 
proper prayer which they have learned. You who as 
yet have learned but little, may ſay to yourſelves a 
very ſhort prayer, when you firſt come to Church; 
ſuch as this: << Prepare O Gon, my heart to pray 
1 Thee, eee eee what I Pall here be 
taught, fer Jesus CRRIST's ale. They who 
are better inſtructed, yet have not another form, may 
learn this ſhort prayer: © Lokb, I am noio in thy 
houſe ; ; 222 pray Thee, and accept of my ſervices; 
enable me, this day, ta worſhip T hee with due reverence 
and devotion ; help all my infirmities, and let me improve 
ibis opportunity to the honour of thy name, and the benefit 
ng ſoul, through Jeſus Chriſt our Log.” Or this 
form: * Almighty, and merciful Gop, of whoſe: only 
Eft cometh, that thy people do unto Thee true and laud- 
able ſervice ; 3 grant, I beſeech Thee, that I may join in 
the prayers of thy Church with reverence and devotion, 
hear thy word with. attention, and obediently follow the 
ſame; that, my thoughts and deſires being fixed on Thee, 
the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, 
may now and ever be acceptable in thy fight, O Lox D, 
muy Saviour and Redeemer.” When you have begged 
Gon to make you ſerious and devout, endeavour to 
compoſe your thoughts, and keep them from wander- 
ing; and when the Miniſter begins the ſervice, join 
with him in thoſe parts of it directed for the congrega- 
tion; and at the concluſion of every prayer, ſay fer- 
vently, AMEN ; which ſignifies, So let it be, O Gop, 


as: we have praped. When he reads the leſſons, at- 
tend 
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tend to them ; and remember that the Bible, from 


| which they are taken, is the Book of Gop ; which 


all Chriſtians ought to know: and when he is preach- 


ing to, or admoniſhing you, give good heed to what 


he ſays. In this manner you ought to think and act 
when you come to Church, that a bleſſing may attend 


the devotions offered in this place. 


And wa he ſervice of the Church is over, ca 
you are about to depart from Gop's ſanctuary, you 


may ſilently beg Him to accept the prayers which you 


have offered up ; making uſe of this ſhort petition to 


yourſelves: «© Good: Loxp, grant that what I haus 


this day heard may turn to my good, and make me better. 
Amen.” Thoſe among you who are better taught, 
may ſay, O Lok, mercifully receive thoſe prayers 


which I have at this time offered to Thee, and let thy word 


tale deep root in my heart: be pleaſed to pardon thoſe im- 
perfettions that have accompanied my weak performances A 

increaſe in me true Religion; nouriſh me with all god- 
neſs, and of thy great mercy keep me in the ſame, through: 


Feſus Chriſt our Loxp. Amen.” We ſhould. all 


conſider what we are to do before Church, at Church, 
and after Church, Before Church, we ſhould pre- 
pare our hearts to pray; we ſhquld compoſe our minds, 


and think that we are going into the preſence of the 


Great God. At Church we ſhould behave decently . 
and reverently, and join attentively with the Miniſter 


and congregation. It would be well if thoſe who can 
read 1 bring their Prayer books with them, to 


;O 


6 r . S. 
engage their attention, and keep their eyes from wan- 
dering. And after Church, we ſhould: conſider to 
whom we have been praying, and what are the mer- 
cies we have prayed for. This will lead to a ſerious 
and laſting improvement: They who can read will do 
well to take up ſome good book when they go home, 
and not ſuppoſe that we take leave of religion when 
we leave the Church; for, if we expect religion will 
ſtand by us in the next world, it muſt conſtantly at- 
tend us in this. What I have now ſaid; I do not 
mean as the diſcourſe for this day ; you will hear that 
When the prayers are over: but I wiſh to engage the 
attention of all who are now preſent, and to n 
_ devotion, in this ly . | 
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Ged i is 10 reſpedter. of 3 3 but. in every nation "be 
that feareth Him, and worketh righteouſmeſs iS ge- 
cepted with Him. 
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1 AM ain to meet you all . in this N 

God; and I hope and believe, you come with a 
good deſign to be inſtructed by me, in what will be 
ot ſervice to you, both in this world, and in that bet- 
ter which is to come. I ſhall take great pleaſure in 
giving you the beſt advice I can; and ſhall ſpeak to 
you. in the- Ines and plaineſt manner, that you, thay 
all underſtand what I ſay. And I beg you will liſten 
to me, as Feen and well-wiſher; for, if you 


2h goud P 11 Hearers, n $27 


#- 
p 
TEX 
ln 


0 
a | | "8 will 


f 


1 
\ 
5 
. 
& * 
K £ 
2 
i 1 
t 
4 
d 
5 bl 
—_— 
* 
F : 
* 
* 
1 
* 
a>] 
7 
. 
2 
3 
% 
7 
| | 
5 7 
Y * 
q { 
q : 
A : 
þ | 
4 0 
A, 
? * 
oo 
L 
: 


% r un * 


— 


5 will know more than you now do, live better lives, and 
ſuch as become real Chriſtians: and it will give me 


pleaſure to obſerve, that my congregation bchave well 
when they come to Church ; that they are ſerious, and 
attentive to what their friend, the Miniſter, ſays to 


them; and that they ſhow a greater regard for reli- 


gion, and a greater defire to be inſtructed in their 
duty, than heretofore ; when they ſeldom, if ever, 
came to Church, either to pray, or to hear the word 
of God. I do not mean to deprive you of any reaſon- 


able amuſement, conſiſtent with the duties of this holy 


day: and therefore I hope you will not come hither 


unwillingly, and only now and then, but willingly and 
- gladly, and as often as I invite you, and wiſh you to 


come: for you have much to learn, and I have a 


| greatdeal to ſay to you; and I am defirons to talk ſe- 
riouſly with you about the care and ſalvation of your 


immortal ſouls ; a buſineſs of greater conſequence to 


| you than all things in the world beſides. I wilt tell 


you how you may pleaſe Gop, how you may live 
happily here, and how you may be happy when you 


depart, out of this world. All this cannot be men- 
© tioned at once; you muſt come hither every time 1 


appoint to diſcourſe with you; that you may hear the 


| great truths of religion opened and unfolded to you : 1 
muſt take time to explain theſe things, and you mult 


de led to knowledge by degrees, ſtep by ſtep; which 
will only then be done with good effect, when yeu laß 


up in your thoughts and memories what I deliver to 
19 2 If 2 of eee to aſk me any queſtions 
. * 
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about your ſouls, or what you muſt do to be ſaved, 


when J have finiſhed what I have to ſay to you in pub- 
lic, I ſhall be ready to give you my beſt advice by 
yourſelves, to converſe with you in the moſt familiar 
manner: for I am really deſirous that you ſhould all 


know more, and live better, than you now do; and 


I hope to make more converts among you, than I 
have yet been able to make among thoſe, for whoſe 
benefit I fear 1 have. hitherto laboured in vain. I in- 
vite you all to perſiſt in coming hither, even after your 


curioſity is gratified by the novelty of the undertaking: 


for I mean to explain to you many particulars which 
concern your eternal ſalvation, and unfold the great 
truths of Chriſtianity, to all who ſhall think it worth 
their while to hear me. Many of yqu, I am grieved 
to think, are utterly ignorant of the principles of reli- 
gion, and in extreme need of inſtruction: let me 
therefore intreat you to conſider it as a great advan- 


auge to you, that theſe opportunities are now offered 


you of aſſembling together here on the evenings « of 
the ſabbath-day. I ſhall be able to judge, from your 
readineſs to attend, and from the ſeriouſneſs of your 
behaviour, whether you are likely to be benefited by 
my inſtruction, Happy! if I ſhould find the pooreſt 


of my flock, in this reſpect, ſetting a good example to 
their ſuperiors in rank and ſtation, I would wiſh them 
to know as much, or more, to behave as well, or 
better, than thoſe who can read, and have time and 


liberty to be acquainted with their duty, but have lit- 
tle inclination either to learn or practiſe it. You will 
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all conſider that you are in the houſe of Gop, and 
therefore will behave yourſelves with decency here. 
If you ſee any of your ignorant brethren miſbehave 


themſelves, by talking, and laughing, and making 


ſport, be ſorry for them; and with that they knew 
what was decent and proper better than they do, that 
they might ſhew their ſenſe of duty by a ſuitable be- 
haviour. All careleſſneſs and folly ought particularly 
to be avoided, when people are met together for a re- 
ligious purpoſe. I do not call you together for ſport 
or amuſement, though I hope you will not conſider 


this as an irkſome taſk, but to give you good advice; 


and if your betters, as they are called, chooſe to aſ- 


ſemble with you, I ſhould be glad to ſee them, as. 


wy may perhaps be W as well as you. 
Thus far is neceſſary for s me to fay i in the beginning 


of my inſtructions and exhortations, that you may 


| the better know my intent in inviting you to attend 
here; becauſe if you are convinced, as I hope you are, 
that J am your friend and well-wiſher, you will all 
| ſuppoſe I mean to do you good in the work I am 
about; and I ſhall be. happy if Jam an humble in- 


a ſtrument, in the hand of Gop, of converting any of 


| you, be it ever ſo few but if you will attend me 
every time I propoſe to ſpeak to you from this place, 
1 ſhall hope to lead many of you in the way of righ- 
teouſneſs, I ſet out with telling you, from the Bible, 
that God is no reſpecter of perſons, but that every 
one who fears Gop, and who does good, and leads a 


good 


i 
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good life, will be accepted with him. I will at ano- 


ther time tell you who is Gov, and what you muſt” 


do to pleaſe him. But all of you know that Gop 
made you, and all things; and that this Gop is in 


Heaven above; and that he made the ſun, moon, 


and ſtars, and whatever moves, and is above our 
head, and below our feet. Is it not, my friends, a 
great comfort to know and be aſſured, that whatever 
good thing you do, though you are many of you 
obliged to labour for a bare maintenance, yet, while 
you are doing what is right and good, you are at the 
ſame time employed in the ſervice of a juſt maſter in 
Heaven, Who will pay you good wages for it, and 
will make no difference between you and the richeſt, 
perſon upon the face of the earth? For Gop is no 
reſpecter of perſons; we are all his creatures, and 
the workmanſhip of his hands. He values no man 
for his riches or his power; neither does he deſpiſe or 
overlook any one for his mean appearance or his po- 
verty. He loves none but thoſe that are good, and 
hates none but thoſe that are bad. So that, though 
you are poor, yet, if you do what is good, and act ac- 
cording to the knowledge you have of what is right, 
and what is wrong, you may depend on it, that Gop' 
will as much reward you for living innocent, uſeful 
lives, as he will thoſe in a different ſituation of life; 
and puniſh you if you do what is wrong, though you 
may endeayour to excuſe yourſelves by ſaying you are 
poor and unlearned, and knew no better. All of you 
may know what is good, and what is evil; when you 
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do right, and when you do wrong. Your own 


minds, your own hearts, when once you have been 
rightly informed, will tell you thus much, and re- 
proach you for it: ſo that you may be certain, that if 
your hearts tell you that you have done what you 
ought not to do, you have offended your Gop by 


doing what he hates, and has forbidden. You know 
already that you have ſouls to be ſaved; and you will 


be deſirous to ſave your ſouls, when you ſhall have 
learnt from thoſe who can put you in the way to do 


it; but till you are better informed and inſtructed, 


let me adviſe you for the preſent to live according to 


the knowledge you have. Now you all know, that 
you are to be juſt, and faithful to your employers; 
that you are not to ſteal or pilfer; that you are not 
to fight, or quarrel with each other; that you are to 


do your work carefully and honeſtly; that you are to 


do no wrong, nor be guilty of any fraud to one ano- 
ther. Thus much you all know, even the moſt ig - 


norant among you. Act then according to this know- 


ledge, and Gop will love you; He will look upon 


you as his creatures, and make great allowances for 


what you do not know, for want of being better and 


further inſtructed. But now that you may get in- 
ſtruction from your Friend (for ſuch I confeſs myſelf) 
in your duty, you will be very much to blame if you 


will not be back ward to ſeek after wiſdom, Let me 
tell you, my Friends, that Gop has made different 
people for different employments. Some are gover- 


nors 
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nors ca magiſtrates, to make-laws, and to ſee juſtice 


done; ſome He has made parents, to take care of 
young children, and to fee that they be properly 


brought up; ſome He has made maſters and miſ- 


treſſes, to take care of their ſervants, and to give 
them proper maintenance, allowance, and ſupport; 
ſome are uſeful labourers, whoſe office it is to! work 
for their living, and help to ſupply others with the 


fruits of their labour. So that you ſee, Gon has put 


all men in different ſtations of life, to make us all uſe. 


ful to one another. "The maſter lives by the labour 


of the ſervant ; the ſervant is maintained, and taken 


care of, by the knowledge, tenderneſs, and indul- 
gence of his maſter. The maſter and the ſervant, the 


ich and- the poor, live by, and ſupport each other. 


It is true, the maſter ought to be gentle and humane, 
but yet the ſervant ought to labour diligently; to be 
faithful, honeſt, and obedient to his maſter. We 
are all obliged to do ſome buſineſs while we live in 
this world; for Gop did not ſend us into it to do 
nothing; and while you, whom he hath made ſer- 
vants, are honeſtly and quietly doing your buſineſs, 


Gop will regard you as ſerving Him, and take as. 
much notice of you, as if you were the greateſt and 
richeſt men upon earth. Your condition, my Friends, 

may be happy for you, if you will not make it other- 


wiſe by your miſconduct. Your condition is infinitely 


better than thouſands and ten thouſands of your fellow 


creatures in other parts of the world. Theſe would 
m— your” ſituation, how meanly ſoever you may 
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think of it, if they could buvſes i in what comfort many 
of you live; your comfortable houſes, your little ſpots 
of ground, which at your leifure you may cultivate 
and improve ; your cloathing ; the care which is taken 
of you when ſick ; the many faults overlooked by 


' your maſters, when you tranſgreſs; and the liberty 


you have, if you will but afk for it, to amuſe your- 


{elves at proper ſeaſons, and in a proper manner : 


whereas many of them are in a ſtate of cruel 
bondage, not allowed to ftart from their work, but 


ſpurred on, without mercy, to fulfil their daily taſk. 


No ſuch ſeverity as this do you experience at our 
hands. We are willing to take care of you: if you 


fall into diſtreſs, we are ready to relieve you; and 
while you continue to deſerve our regard, we are al- 


ways diſpoſed to treat you with kindneſs and huma- 
nity. None but the worthleſs, ſuch as thieves, drunk- 
ards, idle, and diſobedient, are in danger of being 
treated with unkindneſs or neglect. So that, my 
friends, I repeat it again for your encouragement, if 


5 you will be but good, you caniiot fail of YR 
—y 


Let me recommend it to you, to diſcharge your 


f 4uties with cheerfulneſs and readineſs, to go through 
your work with a good-will, and to ſet a proper value 


upon yourſelves. There is ſomething ſo becoming, 


and ſo engaging, in an humble, modeſt, and cheerful 


behaviour, that a little work done in that manner 


ſeems better done, and gives more ſatisfaction, than 


— 
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a great deal more that is done with ſurly unwillingneſs, 


with murmuring and diſcontent. This diligence and 


good behaviour will gain for you the love and regard 
of. your ſuperiors, and preſerve you from the penalties 
of the law. It grieves me when I ſee or know that any 
of you have brought puniſhments upon you by your 


faults; and I feel for you as my fellow-creatures. 


Let me beſeech you to behave in ſuch a manner as to 
deſerve the.good opinion of all who ſee and know you. 
You are many of you in a ſtate of ſubjection and de- 


pendance, and muſt know that you ought to be obe- 


dient; and if you will but do your duty with willing 
minds, they mult be hard-hearted indeed that can 


1 confider the meaneſt of my people as a part of 


my family, and treat them with care and tenderneſs: 


by theſe means, moſt of them are dutiful from mo- 
tives of affection, and ſeldom deſerve. to be reproved. 

I know, the care and kindnefs of maſters will win the 
obedience of ſervants; and I recommend it to all 
maſters, to be kind and gentle to their ſervants, know- 
ing they alſo have a Maſter in Heaven. It is a duty 


they owe to Gop, it is a duty they owe to them as 


their fellow-creatures, and it is a duty they owe to 
themſelves, on account of their intereſt. Every maſ- 


ter muſt expect to give an account to Gop of any in- 


ſtance of cruelty and ſeverity, which he has exerciſed 


towards any part of the creation, towards thoſe i in his 


awer, and under his command. 5 
* x My 
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My Friends, if you ſee others do what you know 
ta. be wrong, do not imitate them, nor plead their 
example, as an encouragement to you to do the ſame. 
If they know their duty better than you, they ought 
to ſet you good examples. You are not fo ignorant 
as to be unable to judge between what is right and 
what is wrong ; fo that you ought to forſake the bad, 
and follow the good. This is the firſt inſtruction BB 
now give you; and I beg you to conſider what I have 
ſaid to you this day, and remember the advice of your 
Friend and well-wiſher. 


I have 1 deal more to ſay, as opportunity ſhall 
be given me: I ſhall talk to you, if you will come 
and hear me, of Gop—of Jeſus Chriſt—of your 
Souls of Death—of another State after you die—of 
Baptiſm and Chriſtianity—of Prayer—of Religious 
Worſhip—of the Sabbath-day, or Sunday—of the 
Sacrament of the Log p's Supper, and of the Articles 
of your Chriſtian Faith, the foundation on which 
your obedience muſt be laid. —T ſhall warn you of 
thoſe vices or bad practices, which will be hurtful 
both to your ſouls and bodies. I intreat you to come 
to church and hear me, on Sunday evenings ; when 1 
ſhall be ready to attend you, in hopes that you will 
be mindful of all that I ſhall tell you. And Gop 
grant that theſe my endeavours for your good may be 
attended with ſucceſs, and that I may be enabled to 
bring you to the knowledge and love of Gop, and of 
his bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt; to whom be rendered 


All praiſe and glory, now and for evermofe, Amen. 
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ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD IN THE CREATION AND 


GOVERNMENT OF THE WORLD. 


101 is written in the Bible, the if chap. of the book. of 


Geneſis, and the iſt verſe: 


In the beginning, God created the heaven and * earth, 


HE firſt thing w we are to believe, is, that there 


| is Gad; a great, wife, good, and powerful 
Being, who created the heavens over our head, and 


the earth under our fect. Every thing we ſee is the 


work of this great God, We know nothing can be 


produced without ſome” contriver, or maker of it. 


We cannot make ourlelyes, or give life to the ſmal- 


leſt creature living: conſequently there mult be a 
power that can do this, that can command every, 


"thing, and bring to paſs what makes moſt for his 
glory, and ſhows us the ſtrongeſt proofs of his wit 
dom. | | : 


000 is a glorious ſpirit, having no bodily ſubſtance, 
nor paſſions of the mind, like unto us. Although 
115 3 the 
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the holy. Scriptures, which we call the Bible, men- 
tion the eyes of the LoR D, and his ears; yet that is 
only for our better underſtanding Gop's knowledge 
of us, becauſe we cannot underſtand how any one can 
| ſee or hear without them, as He doth who is the 
maker of them, and-gave us the power of ſeeing and 
hearing. So alſo Gop is ſaid to have bowels of com- 
paſſion; by which is meant, that he is very merciful, 
that he is tender-hearted, and pities the miſeries and 
infirmities of his creatures. Theſe words are uſed, 


to make us underſtand ſomething concerning the na- 


ture of Gop, when we ſpeak of the excellencies and 
perfections that belong to Him: for, without ſpeak- 
ing after the manner of men, we ſhould not know 
how to expreſs ourſelves; and therefore we uſe a lan- 
guage of which we can all know the meaning. 


The moſt ignorant among you, knows that there 
is a God. When you look up to the heayens, and 
ſee that great light called the ſun, and ſuch a number 
of ſtars, with the moon ſhining by night, you muſt 
conclude theſe works were formed by an almighty 
hand. The ſea is a great collection of water, which 
muſt be placed where it is by ſome Being, who could 
confine it by proper bounds, and prevent it from over- 
| flowing thoſe lands which are near it. The high 
hills and mountains you behold, muſt be placed where 
they are, by One who formed this earth. You know 
you live and breathe. How conld you obtain that- 
life and breath, unleſs Gop gave them to you? And 
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if He does not continue them, you find you muſt die, 


and crumble into duſt, By His Works then the 
Great Gop is made known to you. We cannot 
ſee this Gop; for he is a Spirit, and at preſent we 


know not what a Spirit is. We may ſay we do. not 


know what that is we call our ſouls ; and yet we are 


convinced that we have a ſoul, which gives life and 
motion to our bodies. Conſider it is your foul that 
thinks, and tells you how to act. The body you ſee, 


becauſe the - body has outward parts, ſuch as hands 
and limbs : but the ſoul we cannot ſee; and yet the 
ſoul is the thinking part within us, that dire&s us in 
all we do. You ſometimes make uſe of the names of 


a a bad heart, a bad mind, or a good heart or good 
mind; according as you ſee people act well of ill. 


You find that you think even when you are aſleep ; 


which is the mind or ſoul within you, though you 


cannot ſee it. So neither can you fee Gop, but may 


know Him by his works. And, as this Gop made 


all things by his power, ſo He governs and ſupports 


them by his wiſdom. He muſt be a wiſe Gop, be- 
cauſe He has contrived every thing in the beſt 
manner. 


55 3 thing would be in a tate of diforder, if the 
wiſdom of Gop did not prevent it. You ſee the re- 


gular and conſtant returns of day and night, the ſea- 


ſons of heat and cold, rain, and dry weather, the 


changes of the moon, the ebb and flow of the ſea: 


all . are inſtances of the great wiſdom of Gon; 
ety. | | and 
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and this Go is good to all his creatures. He gives 


health and ſtrength, and food to eat; and, though we 
often offend Him, yet He does not immediately pu- 
niſh us, but ſpares us when we do amiſs, and ſeeks to 
amend us by his bleſſings. When we are in danger, 
his goodneſs delivers us ; when under difficulties, his 
: goodneſs ſupports us; when in ſickneſs, and ſtrug- 
gling with misfortunes, his goodneſs interpoſes for 
our recovery, and relieves us in the time of diſtreſs. 
He is good td all his creatures: the birds of the air 
and beaſts of the field are fed, and nouriſhed by his 
bounty ; and man, his creature, is the object of his 


care and protection. 


Vou all of you know, when either by your own 
faults you have run yourſelves into great dangers, or 
by ſickneſs or any evil accident your lives have been 
in the utmoſt peril, how the goodneſs of Gop has 
wonderfully ſuccoured you, and preſerved you from 
death and deſtruction. All this proceeds from the 
mercy of Gop. towards you, and is an argument 
that Gop is a kind and gracious Being, diſpoſed at 
all times to conſult and promote the benefit of his crea- 
tures. And this good and great Gop is our Father, 
the maker and preſerver of all his creatures, whom 
He watches over with affection and tenderneſs. He 
is as much the Father of the pooreſt and meaneſt, as 
of the greateſt and nobleſt of his creatures; He made 
you as well as them, and you are all the workman- 
ſhip of his hands. He is no reſpecter of perſons : the 
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good, however poor, will be more regarded by Him 


than the bad, however rich or great; for He regards 


not the outward appearance of condition, but the ſin- 
cerity and virtue of the heart. Only take care to 


pleaſe Him, and you may look upon and call Him 
your Father and your Gop; and He will acknow- 


ledge you as his children, and reward you with the 


joys of a better life than this, 


It is a great comfort to us, when we are in trouble 


and diſtreſs, that we have ſuch a Father to fly to, and 
can lay open our grievances and complaints to Him. 


His eyes are in every place, beholding the evil and the 


good; and from Him no ſecrets are hid. The loweſt | 
beggar has the liberty of pouring forth his complaints 


to Him, if he fears Him, and takes care not to offend 
Him. Believe then in this great Gop, truſt in his 
wiſdom and goodneſs, and He will be nigh to all them 


that call upon him. He has put us above the beaſts 


of the earth, and given us underſtanding to know 
Him. There is not one of you but knows and be- 
lieves there is a Gop above. You often call upon 


Gop to avenge your wrongs, when you ſuffer inno- 
= cently, and appeal to his juſtice when you are wrong- 
| fully accuſed and hardly treated. You pray to Gon 


in the ſimplicity of your fouls, when you ſuffer pain, 


or feel fickneſs ; and even wantonly and profanely uſe 
the name of Gop, when you are in anger, and under 


the power of wrath and paſſion. Theſe are plain 


| N that * believe there is a  Gop; ; and if you | 


ſincerely _ 


4 . L a 5 
—— — - — — 
— —— Üy— — — nw ney 


— Cl - 2 2 - 
/ 
— — — 
4 — 
1 - 8 —— = CE — — — - 5 N . 0 £ — 96 
— — — — ——— — a — — 25 — —— — 
= SAT. — — — — Eee yy 
—— — 1 carne — _ 
— —————— Aron — — — — wa — 
. 
% 
* 5 ” 
” 
5 1 


N.. — 
= —— — — 
— — — — — — — 


nr 
| 
il 
} 
| 
} 
1 
| 
15 
| 


22 et Un n. 
ſincerely do fo, I will tell you how you ought to be- 
have towards Him: you muſt fear Him, you muſt 
love Him, and you muſt pray unto and worſhip Him. 
By fearing Gon, I mean you muſt be careful to do 

nothing that ſhall diſpleaſe Him: for though God is 
good, yet he is juſt. He puniſhes the bad as well as 
rewards the good. If you do wickedly, you do not 
ſet Gop before your eyes; conſequently you do not 
fear Him. You nuſt not fear Gop as you would a 
cruel maſter, who has power and authority over you, 
and can torment you when and how he pleaſes. No: 
God is no tyrant: He commands us to fear Him, 
that we may not provoke Him to puniſh us for our 
evil deeds." If you love any one, you will certainly be 
afraid to vex or diſpleaſe him, eſpecially if he has been 


kind and tender to you. You will regard him as your 


beſt friend, and ſtudy to obey his commands and do 
his will; you will not fear his power to puniſh you, 
ſo much as you will fear leſt he ſhould withdraw his 


' kindneſs from you ; your fear will proceed from love, 


and not be the effect of terror. In this manner you 
ought to fear Gop. You will look upon Him as your 
Father, and ſtudy to procure his affection and regard. 
You know He made you, and therefore deſerves to 
” treated with that obedience which is due to a Fa- 
: He preſerves you, and therefore deſerves your 
eh for every mercy He beſtows: He can ſeverely 
puniſh you, and therefore you ought to take care how 
you offend Him, and you do offend Him, when you 
act amiſs. Though moſt of you cannot read your 
| Bible, 
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Bible, yet you are ſenſible that you do not fear Gop, 
when you act againſt the ſenſe and conviction of your 
own minds; but do thoſe things wilfully and obſti- 
nately, which you know to be bad and unlawful, 
Now, if you remember that Gop ſees every action of 


your lives, hears every word you ſpeak, and knows 
every thought of your heart, you will keep a ſtrict 


guard over yourſelves, be careful to. think, ſpeak, and 
act, like thoſe who really and properly fear Gop. You 
muſt fear Him, becauſe He can ſtrike you dead in a 
moment; and you muſt fear Him, becauſe He can 


not only puniſh you in this world, but in the world to 
come. When any of you are going to do a bad ac- 


tion, only think that Gop ſees you, and this thought 
will be a check upon you. He can ſee it, though you 
may uſe all the art and pains in the world to hide and 
conceal it. Only be innocent, and then you may 
leave your cauſe to Gop, who will raiſe for you friends 
to ſerve and protect you, and will find ways and means 


to make your innocence appear; but, if you do not 
fear Him, or think upon Him, but ruſh upon wick- 
edneſs boldly and obſtinately, He will bring you both 
to ſhame and puniſhment. Think on the power of 


God, and then you will be led to fear Him. . He can 


fend ſtorms and tempeſts to frighten us all, and over- 


whelm us in ruin and: deſtruction. Thunder and 


lightning can blaſt or diſmay us; earthquakes may 


ſwallow us up; dry weather may produce a famine ; 
and floods of rain may ruſh down upon us, and ſweep 
away all. we poſſeſs ; ſickneſs may viſit us, and put us 
Tat © | * 


— 


LECTURE II. 


to great pain and weakneſs. Is not Gon to be feared, | 
who can bring all theſe evils upon us? Moſt certainly 
He i is: however, let that fear be in us which is the 
effect of love, not of terror; let us all fear Gop ſo as 
to teſtify how much we love Him. Gop, as our 
Creator, Preſerver, and Benefactor, commands and 
deſerves our ſincereſt love. We muſt love Him above 
all things, and all perſons, with our whole heart and 
ſoul; that is, we muſt think ſo highly of the mercies 
and favours we receive from this Great and Good 
Being, as to value Him as the greateſt and beſt friend 
we have. Can you have greater obligations to any 
one than you have to Gon? He formed you, and 
brought you into life; He ſupported you when Ml 
you were very young, and could not take care of your- 
ſelves; He bleſſes you with health and ſtrength; He | 
ſends you food to eat, and commands the clouds to 8 
pour down rain, in order to give you the fruits of tje 
earth in due ſeaſon; and He has promiſed; if you wil! 
love, and fear, and ſerve Him, to make you happy | 
in another life, when you go out of this world, When 7 
. you ſeriouſly think of theſe. things, you cannot but | 
love your Maker, your Friend, your Father, and Sup - 
porter. You ſay, Yes, you do love Gop, and you B: 
know He is very kind and good to you. But let me 
tell you how you are to know, whether you love Go 
as you ought to do. Now, if we love a perſon, ve 
- ſhall ſtudy to oblige and ſerve him; we ſhall-be fearful \ 
how we offend him; in ſhort, we ſhall do every 
thing to pleaſe. him. This, and this only, is the beſt 
| ef 


—— 
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d, proof of our love: for, merely to ſay you love any one, 
ly when you are not mindful of his wiſhes and defires, 
ie when you will offend him juſt as humour or paſſion 
as mall incline you, when you can treat him with dif- 
ar reſpect one moment, and then ſay I am ſorry for it, 
id the next; all this is an idle and vain declaration of 
* your love. 

1d | ne, | p 

= To love Gop properly, is to do what He com- 
2d mands. Many of you cannot read your Bible, and 
ad therefore cannot, without the aſſiſtance of others, 
ny learn what Gop hath commanded: but if you will 
= come and hear me, I will from time to time inſtruct 
en you. However, there is none of you who does not 
ir- know that all wickedneſs is forbidden; and if you 
le - do that which is evil, you ſhow that you have no true 
to love for the Great Gon. - You are to ſpeak with ho- 
he KR nour of your Gop; which you cannot do, if you 
ill { curſe and ſwear, and uſe His great Name in a wanton 
py manner. If you fteal and do injury to any one, you 
en cannot love Gop, as you ought to do; becauſe you all 
aut muſt know theſe practices are forbidden by Gov. If 
p- you quarrel and fight among yourſelves, you cannot Wo 
ou have the leaſt love in your hearts; for Gop com- 
ne / mands all of ns to love one another, to do good to 
0D each other, and, to live in peace. You may perhaps 
we | fay you ſee your betters, by which you mean your ſu- 


| \ periors, do as you do, and they ought to ſet you good 
examples: but pray remember, that every one will 
be puniſhed for his own fins. If you ſee others doing 
3 | . what 
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what is evil, you are not to do fo too; becauſe you 
know it is bad, and that Gop will be angry with you 
if you do it; and you ought to fear the anger and 
ſeek the love of Gop above all things. And it is to 
be withed that your ſuperiors would behave better 

than they do, and that while they call themſelves 
Chriſtians, they would not live worſe than Hea- 
thens. | 


027% 5 of you ſet a proper value upon yourſelves ; 
and it is to be wiſhed ſome others, who live very diſ- 
orderly lives, would do the ſame. However, I re- 
commend. it to you to love Gon heartily, and then 
| you will fear to offend Him. Think'of Him con- 
| ſtantly ; believe that He is always preſent with you ; 
and when you are about to do any act, only reflect 
that Gop's eye is upon you all the time: your minds 
will tell you whether the thing you are about to do 
is evil or not; and if your mind does tell you it is 
wrong, by all means forbear doing it; becauſe, if you 
tranſgreſs againſt the perſuaſion, of your mind, which 
Gop means as a director of, or guide to, your con- 
duct, you can neither fear nor love Gop. 


— 


The next ©" are to practiſe towards Gop, 
s to pray unto Him, to worſhip Him. I will not 
[|| explain this ſubject now, but on another Sunday ; 
| becauſe I have a good deal to ſay upon it, to teach 
| you how you ought to pray to Gon, and what wor- 
11 hip, will beſt pleaſe Him. I have now told you many 
„ | things 


FFP oy: 
things concerning Gop, how you may believe in 
Him, fear Him, and love Him ; and let me beg of 


you to keep in your minds all you hear from me, 


and to come to me on-thoſe Sundays whereon I wiſh 
to inſtruct you. A little time ſpent in your atten- 
dance here will be well beſtowed ; for Gop, I truſt, 
will bleſs my endeavours for your good, and incline 
your hearts to believe, and direct you to do, what 
will make for your intereſt both in this world and that 
which is to come. It is the duty of miniſters to in- 
ſtruct all their pariſhioners in their religion; and it is 
alſo the duty of all parents and maſters and miſtreſſes 


of families, to ſend their children and ſervants to be 


inſtructed. 


Private life cannot be happy, nor the public 5 
ſecure, for any long time, without a belief of the doc- 


trines, and an obſervance of the duties of Chriſtianity: 


ſo that, though I principally invite the poor to come 
and. hear my Diſcourſes, yet I ſhall be happy to ſee 
others here alſo ; as what I ſhall ſay will be of general 
uſe, it being on a ſubject of general concern. I ob- 
ſerve that for the moſt part you behave well when you 
are in church. I hope every one here preſent will re- 
member this is the houſe of Gop ; and ſhow, by a 
proper ſeriouſneſs, the reverence due to this holy. 
place, Gop forbid that you ſhould come hither for 

any purpoſe but to receive inſtruction ! Idle talking, 
and ridiculous jeſting, in this place, ſhow a great ig- 


norance both of Religion and good manners, and de- 


D 2 | _ ſerve 
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ſerve to be moſt ſeverely cenſured and puniſhed. I can- 
not reform a profane jeſter ; ſuch a perſon had much 
better keep away: thoſe who are ſerious, and willing 
to be inſtructed, I ſhall be glad to ſee conſtantly 
here. And I beg all who wiſh inſtruction, to put 
themſelves in the way of it by going to church on Sun- 
days: for you all know that Sunday, or the Lord's 
day, is a time appointed by Gop for his public wor- 
ſhip, and for hearing his will; not a day for idle paſ- 
times or amuſements. I hope, by degrees, to bring 
you to love the church, and come to it with delight. 
I mall then glory in your ceformation, and return 
hearty thanks to Almighty Gop for the bleſſing which 
- He has been graciouſly pleaſed to beſtow on my la- 
bours.— To Him be glory for ever andeyer. Amen. 
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Worſhip the Loxp with holy worſhip. 


1 TOLD you in my laſt Diſeourſe, that you muſt 

believe in Gop, that you muſt fear Him, and 
love Him; and I then mentioned to you what kind of 
love and fear you ought to bear to this Great and 
Glorious Being. Now, if you really fear and love 
Gon as you ought, you will pray unto Him and 

worſhip Him. I am now to acquaint you how you 
are to pray to Gov, and what kind of worſhip will be 

| moſt acceptable to Him. You muſt all know that we 
can do little or nothing for ourſelves without the help 
and bleſſing of the Almighty : we cannot raiſe food to 
ſupport us, unleſs He gives us the increaſe of our 
ground, and blefſes the labour of our hands; we _ it 
cannot, when ſick, reſtore ourſelves to health, unleſs 1 
G0 proſpers the endeavours of thoſe who attend us il 
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in our ſickneſs, and makes the phyſic given to us the 


means of ſaving us from death; we cannot ſay this 
thing will proſper with us, or that evil may not over- 
take us, unleſs Gop is with us to direct that it ſhall 
proſper, or prevent the evil from happening to us. 
So that we muſt have recourſe to Gop in all we un- 


dertake and defire to perform ; and that we may ob- 
tain his help and bleſſing, we muſt pray unto Him. 


But you will obſerve, that our prayers are not in- 
tended to inform Gop of our wants, for He knows 
them already; but to declare our dependance upon 
Him, and to acknowledge ourſelves indebted to his in- 
finite goodneſs, for all the mercies and favours which 
we receive at his hands. They ſhow our lubmiſfion 
to our great Creator, from whom come all our ſup- 


plies, and prevent our being puffed up with high 


thoughts of our own conſequence, ſince we can pro. 


miſe nothing to ourſelves, nor perform any thing 


through our own ſtrength. So that we are to pray to 
. God for all we want, for all that is needful both for 


our fouls and bodies. And this we do, well knowing 
what weak and helpleſs creatures we are without his 


conſtant and perpetual aid. To refuſe to beg mercies 


from Gop, is to ſuppoſe we can help ourſelves, which 


we cannot do. He has commanded us in his word to 
pray unto Him; and if we pray with a ſincere heart, 
God will hear us. 


You that are unlearned may want a form of prayer 
to expreſs the defire of your hearts: but let me tell 
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you that it is not ſo much the words, as the heart, 
which God regards: your words may be plain; but 


if your heart is ſincere, Gop regards the heart more 


than He does any language. You may ſay a ſhort 
prayer for yourſelves, ſuch as this: „I pray Thee, 


O Gop, to give me what is good for me, and to remove 


from me what is evil, and afford me thy help and pro- 
teftion.” And this ſhort prayer is eaſily learnt, and 
may be ſaid often, till you learn a longer. Too 
many of you, I fear, can readily call upon Gon in a 
paſſion, when you are vexed, and are very apt to utter 
bitter wiſhes and curſes, Now, cannot you as readily 
utter pious prayers for a bleſſing on yourſelves and 
others? Surely you can as readily call upon God to 
bleſs, as to curſe you; to remove the devil from you, 
as to ſuffer him to take you; and to fave your ſoul in 
heaven, as to ſuffer it to go to hell. 
of calling upon Gop to damn you, to the devil to 
take you, which are ſad curſes and terrible expreſſions, 
you were to beg Gop to bleſs you, to keep you from 
the devil, and fave your ſoul in heaven: this would 


be a good prayer, and you might add to this prayer, 
that it would pleaſe Gop to give you all N neceſ- 


ſary inc: convenient for you in 5 world. 


Try now this” prayer every night before you lie 

down to ſleep, and every morning before you go to 
work; and be affured the Gon you pray to will be 
with you, and make all that you do to proſper: He 


Will give you good thoughts; He will cauſe you to 


Suppoſe, inſtead 
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33 LECTURE in. 
be beloved and valued, as you will then deſerve, and 
keep you from all things that may hurt you. If you 
think upon God, and pray unto Him, He will think 
upon you, and do you good ; but- if you forget Him, 
He will caſt you off for ever. Praying to Gop will 


be a comfort to you under every trouble you undergo; | 


it will ſpeak peace to your ſouls whenever they are 
oppreſſed. You can eaſily beg of Gop to relieve 


your ſorrows in this manner: * Good G op look upon 


me in my trouble, and give me thy heavenly comfort.“ 


Your own minds will readily form this prayer for you. 


Moreover, when any of you are falſely accuſed, you 
can beg Gop to be your friend, and ſhow your inno- 
cence. But take care, when you pray to Gop, that 
you pray not in the bitterneſs of wrath and reſentment, 
but with e of mg, and true . 


Having told you what prayer means, and recom- 
mended to you a few ſhort forms, I will now tell you 
how your minds ought to be affected when you pray. 

In the words of my text, you are required to worſhip 
Gop with holy worſhip: that is, you muſt pray with 


* devotion, and in a ſerious manner. We muſt bend 
our knees, and lift up our hearts with our hands to 
heaven, when we are ſpeaking to the Great Gop. 


We muſt not merely utter a few words, without at- 
tending to the meaning of them, and think we have 


ſaid endygh. No! we muſt be in earneſt; we muſt 


| think to whom we are ſpeaking ; ; and our words 
ſhould be the language of our hearts. We come to 
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Gop to beg favours from Him, and therefore muſt 
aſk them in ſuch an humble manner, and with ſuch 
earneſtneſs, as to ſhow that we HP wiſh to obtain 
what we deſire. 


| If any of you were to aſk an earthly friend for any 
thing you wiſh to have, you would aſk him heartily, 
or he would think you trifled with him. In like 
manner, when you come before God, to lay before 
Him your wants and neceſſities, you muſt conſider 
Who this Gop is, and not offend Him by your want 
of ſeriouſneſs and attention. Remember, that He 
is a Gop of power, but that you are a poor feeble 
creature; that He is a wiſe God, and you are an ig- 
norant mortal; that He knows every thing, but you 
know not, what ſhall befal or happen to you the 
next moment, You will then approach your Maker 

with a proper ſenſe of his greatneſs, and your own 
weakneſs and infirmity. You muſt pray to this Goo 
with a due ſorrow for your fins. We are ſinful crea- 
tures, and conſtantly offend Gop ; ſo that we have 
need of his gracious pardon and forgiveneſs. And 
we muſt beſeech Him to forgive us all our paſt of- 
fences, and to give us grace, to aſſiſt us in all our do- 
_ ings, that we * be more holy for the time to 
come. 


we are in this life expoſed to many temptations, 
and too apt to. tranſgreſs: we muſt therefore be ſen- 
- ſible of our r faults and e and be penitent, 
| when 
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when we confeſs our ans; but we muſt remember 


for having done amiſs; we muſt alſo fully reſolve to 
do ſo no more; for our amendment muſt immediately 


who has power to puniſh us, can we ſuppoſe that 
barely ſaying we are ſorry would excuſe us, without 
an aſſurance of due care not to offend again? The 
beſt ſign then of teal ſorrow, is immediate amend- 
ment. This is expected from man to man, and the 
lame muſt be obſerved towards Gop. To our un- 
feigned ſorrow for having offended Gop, we muſt 
add a fincere reſolution to do ſo no more; and then 
we may with reafon truſt in the mercy. of Gop for 
pardon and forgiveneſs. When your minds tell you 
that you have offended Gop, you will readily be in- 
clined to pray thus: O Gop, forgive me all my paſt 
fins, and make me better for the time to come. But 
then you muſt both reſolye and endeavour to grow 
better: mere wiſhes will not be ſufficient ; you muſt 
ſtrive to alter your practices, and amend your lives. 


This you may not perhaps be able to do at once; 


but you muſt endeavour to do it by degrees: and 
when Gop finds you willing, He will be moſt ready 
to aſſiſt you; till, from being wicked, you may be- 
come holy and religious. | 


When you pray to Go, you muſt pray with 


minds as free as poſſible from the diſturbance of an- 


ger, and il will; * muſt pray with gentleneſs of 
RY | | mind; 


allo, that it is not ſufficient merely to ſay we are ſorry 


follow our ſorrow. If any of us had offended another 
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mind ; you muſt baniſh all paſſion or vexation ; for 


| Gop will not hear us, if we ſpeak to Him when our 
minds are ruffled and diſturbed. We muſt. be con- 


tent with what He appoints to be our lot and ſtation 


of life. We are not to pray that we may be ſuddenly 
removed from one ſtate of life to another, which we 
know we cannot obtain : this would be a vain wiſh 


and an idle prayer. The beſt prayer that you can p 


offer as to the things of this world, is that which is 
found in your Bible, in theſe words: Give me nei- 
ther poverty nor riches ; feed me with food conve- 
nient for me; leſt I be full, and deny Thee, and 
tay, Whois the Lord? or left I be poor and ſteal, 
and take the name of my Gop i in vain.” 


We mould mutti to Gop's will, as always beſt 
for his creatures ; ; and the moſt ignorant among you 
may form ſuch a ſhort prayer as this for himſelf: 


O Gon, thy will be done; and make me obedient to 


it in all things. I am thy creature, and I leave myſelf. 
to thy diſpoſal ; let me not murmur at my lot, but give 
me e ro bear whatever thy wiſdom ſhall ordain for 
me.” Amen. I have mentioned ſome ſhort prayers 

for you, which you may eaſily learn by heart, and in 
which I ſhall be ready to aſſiſt you at proper times. 1 


wiſh you all thoroughly to conſider the comfort and 


advantage you will have in praying to Gop. He will 


hear all his creatures who lift up their ſouls to Him in 


hearty and earneſt prayer, from the poor priſoner in 
the dungeen, to the king who ſitteth upon his throne ; 
5 for 
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for God is far higher than the higheſt of the ſons of = 
men. Never doubt therefore but his ear will be EL - che 
open to your prayers, if you pray to Him in an hum- ried 
ble devout manner; for He made you, and you are gra 
his creatures, But let your devotion to Gop be He 
made acceptable by the goodneſs and proper order of 1 
your lives ; for Gop heareth not ſinners, continuing pra 
in their evil courſes. So that you muſt reſolve to pro 
amend from this day, and be good; and then Gon 5 
will hear the ſhorteſt prayer you can offer to Him, 8 tur 
and He will give you good thoughts, -and put _ 3 
words into your mouths. 7 5 
f As ] have diſcourſed to you concerning the Great = 
| Gop, the next time we meet together, I ſhall diſ= me 
courſe to you concerning Jeſus Chriſt ;—Who He is, 3 
—What you are to believe about Him, —W hat He FE abt 
did to ſave you, and How you may receive the benefit | us, 
of that ſalvation; only obſerving concerning Him at 1 
preſent, that it is for His ſake that our prayers are bel 
heard. As this will be a neceſſary diſcourſe for you Hit 
to hear, I invite you earneſtly to come and hear it; 1 
for a great deal depends upon the death and merits of 1 
Chriſt, for ſuch poor ſinful creatures as we are. You . 
have heard of Jeſus Chriſt, and I hope you believe in our 
Him; but I with to tell you more of Him than you ane 
know at preſent : by no means therefore omit this you 
material part of my inſtructions: and let me at this 0. 
time ſeriouſly recommend it to you, to offer up fait 
hearty prayers to Gop for all his mercies and favours, . 


and 


LECTURE Il. TY 


and to leave yourſelves to God's good pleaſure, whe- 
ther He ſhall grant or deny your requeſts. God doth 
not always grant immediately what He deſigns to 
grant, and hath given us the fulleſt permiſſion to aſk, 
He delays it perhaps for a time, to exerciſe our pati- 
ence and truſt in Him. Beſides, we often wiſh and 
pray for many things, which, if we had them, would 


prove hurtful to us. Gop, in this caſe, is ſo good 


and kind, as not to give us what He knows would 
turn to ſnares or curſes, inſtead of bleſſings. 


We muſt pray that his will may be done, becauſe 


He knows, better than we do ourſelves; what will be 


moſt for his glory and our advantage. And again, let 


me beg you to remember, that holineſs of heart and 
life, an utter hatred of fin, and a love of virtue muſt 


attend our prayers ; for Gop, as the Scripture tells 
us, will not regard ſinners who continue in love with 


ſin; but if any man be a worſhipper of Gop, that is, 


believes in Him, truſts in Him, and deſires to obey 
Him, him Gop heareth. As we are not able of our- 
| ſelves to walk in the commandments of Gop, and to 


ſerve Him; ſo let us beg of God to give us his grace, 


that is, put good thoughts and good inclinations into 
our hearts, that we may ſerve and obey Him truly 
and faithfully all the days of our lives: And each of 
you may very properly pray thus: « Incline my heart, 
O, Gop, 10 all gaodneſs, and make me thy true and 
faithful ſervant, through JEsUs CHRIST.“ Amen. 


Pray to Gop every day of your lives, in the evening 


"Þ before 
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before you lie down to reſt, and in the morning as 
ſoon as you riſe ; and occaſionally, even at your work, 
you may think of Gop, and beg Him to bleſs your 
labours. For the Great Goo allows all his creatures 
to call upon Him: you are his creatures; and if you 
are rightly diſpoſed, and pray earneſtly to Gon, and 
both with and endeavour to pleaſe Him, you may de- 
pend upon it, Gop will hear your prayers. When 
you go from this place, let me caution you, that you 


do not diſpute, or quarrel with each other; for this 


would ſhow that you are not the better for all which I 
have ſaid, and that you did not come to hear me for a 


good purpoſe, 
25 hoſe who wiſh to profit by me, will come cheer- 


fully and gladly when the ſervice begins, ſhowing a 
forwardneſs to receive my advice, and to learn what 


they ſhould believe, and do, in order to be happy in 


this world and the next. All that wiſh you well, will 


rejoice in your readineſs to come to Church. Your 


- maſters and miſtreſſes, if they are perfons of ſenſe and 
reaſon, will encourage you'to do ſo. They know 
full well, that it is my earneſt wiſh to give you all the 
good advice I can, and endeavour to perſuade you to 
tead ſuch lives, as will make you more obedient, more 
faithful, more ſober, more honeſt, and more induſ- 
trious in your ſervice. If I can work any reforma- 
tion among you, I certainly ſhall. do the greateſt 
kindneſs, not only to yourſelves, but alſo to them to 
whom you belong. If any ſhall deſpiſe my labours, 
A Ck | and 
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and even find fault with theſe my well-intended en- 
deavours, they are to be pitied, as perſons that have 


not conſidered the matter properly; which if ever they 
do, they will alter their opinion, and think and talk 
more reaſonably. If I ſhould even be reviled by ſome 
evil minded people for theſe my exhortations to you, 
ſuch revilings will give me no. pain on my account, ſo 


long as I am ſenſible I am diſcharging my duty to- 
wards thoſe who ſtand in ſo much need, as many of 


you do, of inſtruction and reformation. 


I ſhall ſum up all with this obſervation of King So- 
lomon, who was called the wiſeſt of men : & The way 
of a fool is right in his own eyes : but he that hearkeneth 
unto counſel is wiſe,”” I pray GoD therefore to diſpoſe 
your minds to hear me with reverence and attention, 
and make me an humble inſtrument, in his hand, & 
your converſion ; and that for the ſake of his bleſſed 
fon, Jeſus Chriſt our LoRD: to whom, with the 
Holy Spirit, the eternal, immortal, inviſible, and only 
wiſe Gop, be given all honour, and glory, and pany 
world without end. Amen. 
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o THE MERCY or GOD IN THE REDEMPTION. OF 8 
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St. Paul, who was a i of Jeſus Chriſt, tells - 
another miniſter of Chriſt, called Timothy, in his ye 

- firſt Letter or Epiſtle, at the 8555 chapter and I 13 fo, 
vette, that be 
Teſus Chrif came into the world to ſave fomners. he 
r 7 75 

OU have all heard of our Saviour, that He was of 

- the only begotten. Son of the Great Gop; the 
that He came down from Heaven, and was born in pal 
this world ; that He died for. the ſins of mankind ; kne 
and that the Great Gop will, on our repentance for can 
all our ſins, believing in this Saviour, and obeying ane 
his commands, forgive us our offences, and receive Sat 
as into Heaven, on account of what Jeſus Chriſt hath die 
done for us. Know then, that Jeſus Chriſt died for wit 
us all; for all mankind, without any difference or tell 
diſtinction of perſons; for high and low, for rich bec 
and poor, for bond and free : fo that- the meaneſt of ſtan 


. you 
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"you all are e capable of the ſalvation procured by Chrift, 
| it you believe i in Him, if you are convinced that He 


is your Saviour, and will obſerve and do all which 


He has commanded you. Without this, none of us, 


can expect to be ſaved, as that ſalvation is offered to 


aus on certain terms and conditions. This Jeſus 


Chriſt was God as well as Man; as God, He ſaved 


us; as Man, He died for us. We are told in the 


- Bible, which is the book of Gop, that when He 


came into the world, He was both God and Man; 
but how He could be both we cannot underſtand: 
yet this we muſt believe, becauſe Gop hath told us 
ſo, who is Truth itſelf. There are many things we 
believe, that we cannot underſtand. Does any of you 
know, how the blood in your bodies runs into your 
heart and veins; how trees and plants grow from 
ſeeds and roots ; how the wind blows, and what kind 
of thing the wind is? You lee theſe things, and know 
they are fo, but cannot tell how they are brought to 
Paſs. So likewiſe there are many truths, which our 


knowledge and experience tell us are ſo, but yet we 


cannot account for the nature of them. There is but 
_ . ane Gop; and yet we believe this Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Saviour, is Gop who faved us, and was man who 
died for us; but now the divine nature was joined 
with the human in the perſon of Chriſt, we cannot 
tell; becauſe Gop has not declared this to us, and 


becauſe the ſubject is beyond thd above our under- 


ſtanding. You are to believe that this extraordinary 
A came down from heaven, being ſent into 2 


\ 
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born, that He might die for our ſalvation. But be- 
fore his death, He told us the will of Gop; He told 
us what He expects to be done by all his creatures be- 
fore ey can be ſaved. 


- You are certainly deſirous of falvation when you 
die, and therefore you ought to know what you muſt 
dao to be ſaved. As I told you before, that you muſt 
believe in Gop, ſo I now tell you that you muſt 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt : you muſt believe: Him to be 
a very great perſon, the only beloved Son of Gop ; 

that He was born in the world, and lived ſeveral 
- years in it; that He ſhowed his great power by doing 
many wonderful works; ſuch as curing the ſick by 

a word, or by a touch; giving fight to 1 ond, 
e the ne to walk, and TO the dead. 


All theſe were wonderful BOY which none but 
* Gop could do, or could allow to be done by others. 


of Jeſus Chriſt, while He was upon earth; and as He 
worked many miracles, ſo He preached to others, and 
told them the will of Gop. Now what He ſaid when 


will come and hear me, what is written therein. 


, 


came down from heaven to fave ſinners, becauſe ſome 


world to, fave you. This was the 82 of his being 


Theſe works ſhowed the great power and authority 


upon earth, is put down in writing, in that book of 
Son which we call the New Teſtament; which, as 
many of you cannot read it, I muſt tell you, if you 


3 | 2 
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of you may wiſh to aſk me, Could not Gon ſave his 


creatures of his own free mercy, without ſending this 
divine perſon, Jeſus Chriſt, into the world to die for 
them? Pray remember that the Great Gop is alſo a 
juſt Gop. If He ſays He will puniſh all ſinners, He 

| muſt do ſo according to his word. But yet He may 

- fave them, conſiſtent with his goodneſs, for He i is a 


good Gop; and He beſt knows how He may be juſt 


in the puniſhment of ſin, and yet merciful in ſaving 
finners, and forgiving their offences. Nothing could 
ſatisfy the juſtice of God in forgiving ſinners, but his 
Son, our Saviour, dying for them, and taking our 
7 puniſhment upon himſelf. Go himſelf, of his own 


merey, found out a way, whereby He could ſatisfy his 


0 juſtice i in forgiving us poor ſinners, without contra- 
dicting Himſelf; and this way was, that Chriſt ſhould 


come into the world, and die for us; that a Great 
Perſon ſhould come from Gov, who, was dear to 


Gon, and was with Him in heaven before the world 
was; and, after living a life of holineſs and perfect 
| innocence, ſhould ſuffer a cruel death in our behalf, 
and by his puniſhment for our ſins ſhould ſave us poor 


creatures and finners from Gor” s wrath. And are 


not you, my Friends, comfarted. with the thought, 
that the Son of Gon died to ſave you, and that you 
Wiͤ:ill be ſaved, if your continuance in ſin does not de- 
2 prive you of ſo great a mercy ? I ſhall put you all into 


the way how. you may be made partakers of this e | 


Jeſus 


rr bn tv. 


Jeſus Chriſt is called our Saviour and Redeemer, ⸗ 6 
becauſe He ſaved us from the puniſhment due to our 5 
ſins, and redeemed us; paid down a price, no leſs a . 
price than his own. blood, to purchaſe our freedom C1 

from the ſlavery of fin and Satan, that is the devil. ou 
He is called our Mediator, becauſe He intercedes for 1 
us, and begs his Father in heaven to pardon all our an 
ſins, and make us happy in the world to come. 1 


When we have offended Gop, we now know how to 
apply for mercy and forgiveneſs; we beg Gop not to 
forſake us, on our ſhowing a true ſorrow for our fins, I Je 


and hearty purpoſes not to offend again. Were it not > 
for this Mediator, we all know ourſelves to be ſo great | Jul 
finners, and are ſo ſenſible that the Great G OD is a holy | 1 
and pure Gop, that we ſhould not dare to approach hes 
his divine Majeſty without ſome one to intercede and I 
eb for us; and therefore we all plead the merits of 8 
| Jeſus Chriſt, what He has done and ſuffered for us, I 
as an atonement for our paſt tranſgreſſions. Chriſt 255 
| « is called our Advocate with the Father. I will tell r 
you what an Advocate means. When a ſervant has Io 
grievouſſy offended his maſter, it is natural to expect 8 
that he ſhould fly from puniſhment, and that he IY 

' ſhould be earneſtly defirous to procure fome friend tq bh 

" beg for him, that he may be forgiven, His friend "Y 
is his Advocate and interceſſor: ſo called becauſe he 2 
ſtands between the offending ſervant and his maſ- on 
ter's anger, and delivers him, by his interceſſion, | boy 
from the puriiſhment he feared. Thus the caſe OE 


ſtands between Gop and us. We have offended 
Gop, 


LE n / / 
Gop, and fear He will puniſh us. His jantes obliges 


Him to do ſo: but we want ſome powerful Advocate 
to befriend and beg for us. This friend is IEsus 
CuRisTN ; and though we cannot beg forgiveneſs for 
our own fakes, yet we beg He will graciouſly pardon 
us for his dear Son's ſake; our Mediator, Advocate, 
and Interceſſor, wao we truſt will mon for us, and 
on whoop merits we nee rely. | 


You ſee hawk, „ it is, not NPs to believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, but to truſt in Him; be- 
cauſe we can ſay nothing in excuſe for ourſelves to a 
juſt and perfect Gop: but we have a kind Friend in 


the court of heaven, who will undertake our cauſe, 


and can ſerve us effectually. As we own Chriſt for 
our Saviour, ſo we glory in the name and title of 
ä Chriſtians. A Chriſtian is a believer in and follower 


of Chriſt. He owns Chriſt as his lord and maſter, 


who died to ſave him and all mankind; and he pro- 


miſes to obey all his commands. Every one who 
takes upon him the name of Chriſt, ſhould depart 
from all iniquity ; and, as far as he 1s able, live in 


obedience to thoſe rules of righteouſneſs and godlineſs, 
which Jeſus Chriſt has given us. When we own 


Him for our Head, we ſhould ſhow our ſubmiſſion 
to that Head, obſerve his rules, and- obey his orders ; 3 
otherwiſe we cannot be in ſubjection to the power 
which we acknowledge; and ſince we own Chriſt as 
our Head, our Lord and Maſter, none of us can be 
true Chriſtians, if we decline the ſervice we undertake, 
hy EL and 
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and conform to our own pleaſure, rather than to the lth 
Will and authority of our ſuperior. And ſurely the be! 
great things which Jeſus Chriſt hath done for us, be b 
ſhonld make us all bleſs Gop for giving us ſuch a Sa- me 
viour, whoſe merit hath ſaved us from eternal death lay ; 
and deſtruction, and opened to. all ſincere believers oy 
and true Chriſtians, the gates of the kingdom of hea- oo 
ven. We are redeemed with his blood; we can now bo: 
fly to Gon for pardon and peace, having ſuch an ad- om 
vocate in our behalf, He is the Saviour of us all; v 
and you, the pooreſt of my hearers, are equally en- He 
titled with the rich, the noble and the _ to the 1 
benefit of his death and paſſion. He 
+ Lay bold then of this: neftimable Vlefſng, and do _ 
5 not let it flip from you. You ſee many, who call me 
themſelves Chriſtians, live wicked and diſorderly lives, * 
reſting merely in outward belief, without practiſing Net 
the duties of their religion. Chriſt is not taught, and beſt 
his religion ſhould not be profeſſed, in that nianner, Hens 
We ſhould not make void our Redeemer's merciful TOE 
deſign to fave us; for, conſidering what Gop has 5 finn 
done for us in ſending his Son into the world, it is on” 
plain He deſires our ſalvation more than we oOurſelves will, 
do. Poſſeſs then your hearts continually with the be- ann 
lief, the certainty (if it be not your own fault) of be- they 
ing faved—cof being ſaved, and happy for ever. Your "BHI 
time in this world is but ſhort; in the world to come les: 
you are to live for ever. What a reward is here pro- mY 


miſed and held out toyou, if you will be ſuch as you 
0 > 2» | e 
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are in Gop's holy word commanded and requeſted to 
be | It is true we are all ſinners; but yet we may all 
be better than we are. Our greateſt danger lies, in 
not conſidering what lives we lead. We are apt to 
lay hold of the merits of Chriſt, without doing any 
thing on our parts to entitle us to the benefit of them, 
But our religion teaches us a very different leſſon. If 
we are Chriſtians, we muſt live and act like Chriſ- 
tians. 


We cannot love Chriſt, if we do the things which 
He has forbidden, and refuſe to do what he has 
commanded. If we do our utmoſt to pleaſe Gon, 
He will aſſiſt our endeavours; He will pour good 
thoughts into our hearts, and enable us to withſtand 
and overcome the many temptations we meet with: 
He will alſo forgive us, for the ſake of our dear Sa- 
viour, the frailties and infirmities to which the very | 
beſt of us are ſubject, in this [tate of weakneſs and in- 
firmity. But we muſt ſtrive againſt. fin, while we re- 
member that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave 
finners : for although he died for all, even to procure _ 
grace for the recovery of obſtinate wilful ſinners, they 
will, nevertheleſs, be made to feel the puniſhment of 
a juſt and holy Gon; unleſs they become ſenſible of 
their offences, and ſtrive to amend their ways. Sin, 
we are told, is the work of the Devil. Vou doubt- 
leſs have heard of this enemy of mankind, for many 
of you too often mention him. I will tell you Who 
the Devil is; and then you will be convinced, that 
7 | FEM 
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you ought to fy from Tg and foriake all his wicked 


works. 


26 / The Devil was once a great Angel, and Jett 5 in 
heaven: he rebelled againſt Gon, and thereby loſt 
all the honour and glory he once poſſeſſed. What 
ſort of rebellion or crime he committed, we are not 
told; but it muſt have been very great, ſince Gop 


| turned him out of heaven, and puniſhed him with 
the loſs of that glory and happineſs which otherwiſe 
he would have enjoyed for ever. He then became a 


ſinner, a fallen angel; and as he hates and deſpiſes the 


great Gop, he tries to make others as wicked as him- 
ſelf, that they may ſhare in his fault and his puniſh- 


ment. So that all ſinners do the work of the Devil, 
becauſe fin comes from this wicked and malicious 
Spirit. Now, if we are convinced that the Devil 
means to hurt us, and make us truly miſerable, we 
ſhould look upon him as our worſt enemy, and do 
none of his works. He would make us, if he could, 
as wicked, and conſequently as wretched, as himſelf: 
but remember, our Saviour came into the world to 
defeat the Devil's bad deſigns, and bring us all to 
Gov. $0 that if we do evil, we follow the example 


of a Being who is ſtriving to ruin and undo us; but 


if we turn to Chriſt; and do that which is good, and 


pray to Gop to give us good hearts and good incli- 


nations, the Devil will fly from us, and will no longer 
_ tempt us. You would ſurely: rather eleave to your 


friend than to your e Be aſſured then that 
your | 


* 
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your Saviour is your friend in the fulleſt ſenſe of that 
word; for He came into the world, and died to fave 
you; and greater love can no man ſhow, than to lay 
down his life tor his friend. 


This Friend invites you to be ſaved, while the 
Devil is perſuading you to do evil, and to beas miſe- 
rable and unhappy as he is. Chooſe your beſt friend, 
and you will find your Saviour to be ſo. We muſt 

needs reckon him as our beſt friend, who delights to 
make us happy, and account him our enemy, who 
would lead us into miſery and ruin. Own then your 
Saviour to be your beſt friend, for He loved you fo 
dearly, as to die for you; and ſurely, if we love this 
Friend, we ſhall attend to what he ſays, and follow 
| his inſtructions and example. The Devil cannot 
hurt us, if we follow after Gop; he will not be able 
to prevail againſt good Chriſtians : and thoſe who are 
in deed, .as well as in name, the children of Gon, 
Chriſt will then acknowledge to be his: He will ſtand 
by us and aſſiſt us; He will give us peace and com- 

fort of mind in this world, and make us truly happy 
in the world to come. You now ſee, my Friends, 
| how great a bleſſing it is, or may be, for you and all 
mankind, to have ſuch a Saviour as Jeſus Chriſt, 
He is the Saviour of all them who believe in 
Him and obey Him, without any diſtinction of 
- country, or fortune, or outward condition, He 
died for us all, ſo that we may all receive the benefits 


of his death, if we will conform to his will, and obey 
> | 1 > his 


- 


een . 
his laws. Had we not been Se Jeſus Chriſt 
would not have died for us: but He knew we had 
offended the Great Gop, and deſerved puniſhment ; 
and, rather than, we ſhould be undone for ever, He 


came on purpoſe to fave us. 


Pray conſider the need you had of a Saviour, and 
be thankful to Gop for his great and ineſtimable love 
to all his creatures, in ſending his Son into the world 
| to fave them. Salvation means not only a deliverance 
from the greateſt evils we can ſuffer, but alſo an ad- 
miſſion to the enjoyment of the greateſt bleſſings we 

can receive. If you value bleſſings, live holy and 

virtuous lives, that you may obtain them; if you 
dread evils, avoid all wicked practices, that you may 
eſcape them. God will then love you; Jeſus Chriſt 
will then acknowledge you as his followers and diſ- 


ciples ; ; and whatever your lot may be in this world, 

whether bond or tree, Chriſt has died for you, and cal 

will make you happy in the world to come. Think an 

ſeriouſly on theſe things, upon which I have now an 
diſcourſed with you; and I will tell you how you co 
may be Chriſtians, both in name and in deed ; what thi 

it is to be baptized, to be made children of Gon, do 

members of Chriſt, and inheritors of the kingdom th 

of heaven: and Gop grant that theſe my inſtructions | of 
may be for your eternal benefit, for the ſake of his Sa 

| bleſſed os gens Chriſt Pur Lord. Amen. m 
| | 271 5 de 
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LECTURE V. 


ON THE NECESSITY OF HOLINESS- 


Epheſians, chap. iv, ver. 1. 


Wal worthy 3 vocation Wherew:th I are called, 


wh 


PROMISE D to tell) you, the laſt time J diſcourſes 
with you, how you may become Chriſtians in 


name and in deed. I acquainted you that thoſe are 


called Chriſtians, and indeed they only are ſuch to 


any ſaving purpoſe, who own Chriſt for their Lord, 


and Maſter, and live as their Saviour has directed and 
commanded. I told you who this Jeſus Chriſt was; 
that He was the only Son of Gop, and that He came 
down from heaven, and died to ſave mankind ;. and 
that all of you, if you chooſe it, may have the benefit 


of this ſalvation ; for, if you believe in Chriſt as our 


Saviour, and love Him, and do what He has com- 
manded, though you are poor and ignorant, yet, by 
doing the beſt you can, you will be owned by your 
Savious. and as fally entitled to the merits of his 

i E death 
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death, as the wiſeſt and moſt learned among your ſu- 
periors. It is not ſo much knowledge, as a good life, 


that is to carry you to heaven, when you go out of 


this world. Vou may not have the ſame means and 
opportunities of learning, as others have, nor the 


ſame inſtructions given you; but yet, if you will 


come and hear me, and carefully mind what J ſay, 
I will make moſt of you wiſer than you are, and tell 


you how you may be Chrittians, not in name only, 


but! in deed a in truth. 


In the Book of Gop, which we call the Bible, 


what is written therein concerning all that our dear 
Saviour did and taught while He was upon earth, is 
called the Goſpel. The Goſpel is no other word, 
than the glad tidings or news of Salvation; becauſe 


therein Gop was pleaſed to declare, that all ſinners 


were reconciled to their offended Creator, and might, 


if they pleaſe, be brought to this great ſalvation.— 


Eefore you can be Chriſtians, in deed as well as in 
name, you muſt believe in the Goſpel, or that Word 


of Gop, which brings you the news of Salvation; 


and promiſes, for Chriſt's ſake, to make you happy. 
It is not enough to be received into Chriſt's Church, 
and be made members of Chriſt, by being baptized, 
or chriſtened : you mutt alſo earneſtly pray for a true 
faith in Gop's word, or in that book, which we call 
the Holy Scriptures ; for, as that book hath both 
commanded and forbidden many things, Gop hath 
graciouſly given it to us, as the moſt powerfukmeans | 
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us, and of bringing us to the knowledge of Him. It 
is a very great bleſſing to us, that the Great Gop has 
declared to us what is good, and what He requires 
from us; that He has ſet before us the way to life, 
and the way to death, and taught us what we muſt 


do to be ſaved: and this, being the word of Gop, 


goes effectually work in them that believe. 


"The Bok of Geb the 00 Scripture, hath this 
advantage over all other books or writings , that all 


who read it, or hear it explained to them, with an 
honeſt mind and good heart, ſhall know or be con- 


vinced of the doctrines or things therein delivered, 
whether they be of Gop. In this Book, for I am 


now perſuading you all to believe in the Holy Bible, 


from whence I draw all my inſtructions and exhorta- 
tions to you; in this Book we learn what Jeſus Chriſt 


our Saviour did for us; how we may pleaſe Gop, 
and obſerve the things that are written therein: for 
we cannot be Chriſtians, and live as Chriſtians, un- 
leſs we believe and mind what truths are contained 
in the Bible, and obſerve the rules of the Goſpel.— 


Many fay they believe the Goſpel, that is, what Jeſus 


Chriſt hath ſaid to them and commanded them; and 


| yet they live very differently from what they profeſs. 
Inſtead of loving and honouring Chriſt as their Maſ- 
ter, they deſpiſe Him, and do not treat Him as their 


Saviour. When they follow not the things which make 
for their ſalvation, W fe defeat the gracious deſign of 


GOD 


\ 
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| of increaſing in us that faith or belief, which is to ſave 
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Go for FE good, and turn their backs upon their 
greateſt Friend and Benefactor. 


I will ſet before you the deſign of Chriſtianity, and 
the means appointed by Gop himſelf for bringing 
that deſign about: for I muſt explain Religion to you, 
before I invite you to embrace that Religion; I mult 
tell you what Religion means, and where we are to 
learn it, before I perſuade you to profeſs it: Gop 

' hath given us his Holy Word, which we call the 
| Scriptures, or Bible, wherein we come to the know- 


ledge of Him, and his glorious perfections; viz. 


that this Gop is infinitely good ; and, therefore, 
muſt be loved above all things; that He is infinitely 

juſt, and, therefore, at our peril not to be offended ; 
that He is infinite in power, and, therefore, to be 


* 


By this Word alſo we come to know our own 


condition; that we are fallen creatures, and become 


liable to Gop's wrath, and altegether, dependent on 
his mercy and compaſſion. This God is- pleaſed to 
offer us his pardon upon the moſt eaſy terms. Ob- 
ſerve, I pray you, the terms: we are to make his 
word the rule of our faith and manners: we are to 
believe in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and practiſe all He 
ſaid to us while He was upon earth: we are to be 
admitted into his houſehold, the Church, by baptiſm; ; 
for by this holy ſervice we become Gop's children, 


and heirs of the kingdom of heaven: we are, to pray 
| _ unto 


hd 
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unto Gop for all the mercies we want, and praiſe 


Him for all the benefits we have received: we are to 


beg pardon for all our ſins and tranſgreſſions, and re- 


Tolve, through Gop's help, to ſin no more; and 
we are to place our hopes in the merits of Jeſus 


Chriſt, to ſecure and obtain for us eternal ſalvation. 
This is the religion of Chriſtians, and muſt be pro- 


feſſed by all, who wiſh to be Chriſtians. I will be as. 


plain as I can in explaining this Religion to the 
meaneſt of my hearers; and I beg you will not be 
frightened, and believe there is more in it, than you 
can underſtand and practiſe. If I ſhow you, as I 
hope to do, that this Religion makes you both happy 
here, and in the world to come, you will think it 
our intereſt, and moſt tor your benefit, to embrace 


it. If this Religion makes your minds eaſy, and 
your lives happy, ſurely you will follow that, which 
you are convinced will ſecure for you the favour of 


en and the good will of men.. 


Suppoſe you were told, when you have offended 
your maſter, that if you will do ſome eaſy thing, you 
may gain his pardon, and obtain his kindneſs ; would 
you not think yourſelves happy to do ſo? But you 


all know it muſt be on this condition, that you are 
to be ſorry for your offence, and guard againſt com- 


85 mitting the like for the future. Now you cannot 
have a greater Lord and Maſter than the Great Gon: 
and you offend Him, when you do what is evil; and 
mh He has promiſed to en the wicked man when 
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he turns away from his wickedneſs, and does that 


which is lawful and right. You are to believe all 
which God tells you is his will. But none, except 


that Perſon who came from Gop, could know the 


will of Gop; Jeſus Chriſt is He that came from 
Gop ; He it is that hath told us the will of Gop. 


Now, if we are thus enabled to diſcover what Gop 
would have us do, we are ſurely bound to do it; eſ- 
pecially as Gop has made our duty to be our in- 
tereſt; for, when I come to explain this matter, you 
will find, He hath commanded us nothing hard, no- 
thing unreaſonable ; but our obſervance of the duties, 


which he hath preſcribed to us, will make us live 


eaſily and pleaſantly here, and give us happineſs, 
which ſhall never have an end in the life to come. 
Do not think I ſhall preſs any difficulties upon you, 
things hard to be done. I ſhall tell you what your 
own minds muſt convince you ought to be done, and 
what ought to be avoided. None of us muſt excuſe 


ourſelves by ſaying we cannot perform what Gop 


commands, and the Goſpel requires from us. Every 


one has a law, by which he will be judged ; and by 
this law we may all diſcover, what our condition is 


ee to be as e whether happy or miſerable. 
Let me alk you theſe 1 pen Aueh - Do you 
believe there is a Gop? Do you believe that what 
is good is his will? Have you acted according to that 
ak N Have you been faithful in your ſervice, and 
5 : - — 


to others as you with others to do to you? Have 


you been true to your word with your fellow ſer- 
vants, and not deceived them? Are your hearts free 


from malice and revenge towards each other? Have 
you ever wrongfully accuſed each other to ſave your- 
ſelves from puniſhment? Have you not quarrelled 
and fought with each other? Have any of you had 
bloody deſigns and intentions againſt each other's 


lives? Do you not tell many wilful lies? Do not 
ſome of you run away from or negle& your work, 
and thereby diſtreſs your maſter for the want of your 
ſervice? Do not many of you drink too much ſtrong 


liquor, which inflames your blood and ſpirits, and 


makes you quarrelſome, and brings diſeaſes upon 


you? 


I aſk theſe queſtions, not to accuſe any of you, but 
to convince you, that if your own hearts accuſe you 
now, they will bitterly accuſe you when you come to 
die: for we, and all mankind, are to give an account 
of our actions, after this life, to the Great Judge. 
So that we muſt all take care how we live before we 
go out of the world, and are called to this account. 
| You have immortal fouls to be ſaved ; let me ſeriouſly 


call upon you to conſider the ſtate and condition f 


them, before you ſurrender them up into the hand of 
Him, who gave them. Do not urge, in excuſe for 


_ your. 


3 
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obedient to your maſters and ſuperiors? Have you 
kept your hands from ſtealing, and your tongues 
from lying, curſing, and ſwearing? Have you done 
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ſuperiors, © - 


they will not fee or believe it. 


LY 


your bad lives, the practice and example of your 


Such as will not conſider the danger they are in 
8 Wy their follies and errors ;—ſuch as are not ſenſible 
of the bleſſing of a Redeemer ;—ſuch as are beſt 
pleaſed with the company and the pleaſures, which 
divert their thoughts from what is to come hereafter; 
ſach as live under the means of grace, without being 
the better for them, whoſe hearts are only ſet upon 
this world, without being concerned about a world 
to come ;—all thele are in a certain way to ruin, tho? 
Let no man flatter 
himſelf he is a Chriſtian, who does not do the things 
that Chriſt has commanded. We Chriſtians have. 
the greateſt obligations upon us to lead ſerious and 
holy lives. We are bleſſed with the true knowledge 
of Gop, and have his own Son for our Maſter and 
Teacher, our Protector and Saviour, we are received 
into his family by baptiſm, and have an intereſt in the 
prayers of his Holy Church : we know and believe, 
that we ſhall riſe again, if we have . paſſed this life 
of trial as we ought to do, to enjoy a lite of happineſs, 
unſpeakable and everlaſting. No Chriſtian, then, 
will venture to live in a courſe of fin and wickedneſs, 
or be indifferent how he ſpends his time, or ever be 
unmindful of his Chriſtian profeſſion ; but he will 
take eſpecial care to obſerve the rules of the Goſpel; 
he will keep pure hands, and abſtain from every pol- 
lution that may defile his ſoul ; will keep a watch 
over 
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over himſelf, and not quench or reſiſt thoſe good 


purpoſes or inclinations, which the good ſpirit of Gon 
hath put into his ſoul. Gop will not excuſe us if 
we do not ſerve Him faithfully ; and it is in vain to 
call ourſelves ſervants of Gop, when we do not the 
things which He hath commanded; If we follow 
our inclinations after evil for a while in this world, 
we ſhall be miſerable for ever; and if we obey the 
will of Gop, though we meet with vexations here, 
we ſhall be eternally. happy. | 
Thus hath Gop dealt with men ever fince the 

world began; ſuch as obeyed Him with their Whole 
hearts found their advantage in it, and ſuch as fol- 
lowed their own wicked imaginations, were rejected 
by Him, and delivered up to deſtruction. The only 
hope for us ſinful creatures, is the mercy of God in 
- Teſus Chriſt our Saviour. It would be a ſtrange 
folly, to hope, that becauſe God is good, we may, 
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therefore, be ſo bold as to provoke Him, eſpecially 
when He has declared how far, and to whom, his 
mercy ſhall be extended. Let us not miſtake his 
meaning: He has plainly told us, that true peni- 
tents are ſuch as bring forth fruits meet for repen- 
tance ; but He has as fully declared, that the ſoul 
that ſinneth, that is, wilfully perſiſteth in ſin, ſhall 
die : whence we plainly ſee, that the mercy of Gop 
will be of no advantage to thoſe, who knowingly per- 
fiſt in tranſgreſſing his laws. Gop makes uſe of 
gracious methods to awaken us, and to raiſe within 
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minds a ſpirit of godly fear, by letting us know, that 


He is an all-wife and righteous Gop, to whom we 


muſt give an account of all the deeds, which we have 
done. Our fouls are very precious in his ſight, and 


He kindly invites us all to come to Him by a Me- 
diator. Chnſt will intercede for us, and Gop will 


grant us the happineſs, for which we were created; 


A Saviour came down from Heaven to ſeek, and to 


fave his loſt creatures ; a Saviour has redeemed us by 
his precious blood; has made our peace with Gop, 


and is at the right hand of Gop, making interceſſion 


for us. He invites all, without diſtinction of perſons, 
to come to Him; and to Him none did ever go as 


they ought to do, but they found reſt unto their 


' fouls. It becomes, then, all his diſciples, the fol. 
lowers of this bleſſed Jeſus and Saviour, to receive 
Him as our Teacher, becauſe He hath made known 
to us the will of Gop ; to receive Him as our Prieſt, 
becauſe He hath reconciled us to Gop, by offering 
FHimſelf a ſacrifice to ſatisfy the Divine juſtice ;* and 
to acknowledge Him as our Lord and King, becaule 
He requires us to obey his laws, and to ſuffer Him 


to rule and govern us. And as Chriſt is our Head, ſo 
are we to be his members, members of his Church 
by baptiſm, What Baptiſm means, I ſhall ſhow 
you in my next Diſcourſe ; and I beg you will all 


attend, when I explain to you this religious rite: and 
more eſpecially I wiſh all Chriſtian parents would be 
preſent at theſe enſuing Diſcourſes, when I explain 


to them the Covenant of Grace, and ſhow them what 
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is required of all perſons, who are admitted fte this * 
Covenant by Baptiſm. And may Gop bleſs us all 9 
with the knowledge of our duty, and the happineſs | 
we are Tapable of; may He put his fear into our lf 


hearts, and not-ſuffer us to content ourſelves with the 

bare ſhadows of Religion, without endeavouring after 
that holineſs, without which no man fhall ſee the 

Lord! Grant this, O'Gop, for ſeſus Chriſt's ſake, 
Amen. =p | 
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In Matthew, chap. 28, ver. 19, Jeſus Chriſt tells 9 
his diſciples, „ 
| - 8 _ fig 
So and teach all nations, baptif ing them in the name the 
of the FATHER, and ! of the SON, and of the HoLy | 5 
GHOST, ; 
: 1 E 5 | one 
PROMISED. to diſcourſe to you at this time con- "__ 
cerning Baptiſm. I muſt now tell you what Bap- kin 
tiſm means, what are the benefits we receive by it; _ 
and then what we are to do, and what to renounce = 
or avoid, in order to entitle ourſelves to thoſe bene- 85 
fits. Many Chriſtians are baptiſed, who underſtand ho 
very little of the nature and importance of this Sacra- 
ment; and the reaſon is, becauſe they will not read - 
what is ſaid about it, or come to be inſtructed by hs 
thoſe appointed to teach them. Now-if you, who "th 
hear me, will attend to what I fay to you, you wil | kin 
underſtand the great privileges, which we enjoy by "a 
- Baptiſm; not with reſpect to our preſent ſtate and h 8 
condition, in which Baptiſm makes no ſort of change kirk 


or alteration ; but with reſpect to our ſpiritual con- 
: | dition. 
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dition. To be baptiſed, ſignifies to be dipped into, or 


- ſprinkled with water. To be chriſtened, ſignifies to be 


ceived by Chriſt as a member of his Church. At 
our Baptiſm, we own Chriſt for our Lord and Maf- 


ter ; and we are ſprinkled with water, conſecrated and 


ſet apart for the purpoſe of waſhing away original ſin, 
and intended to declare the purifying nature of this 
ordinance. It hath pleaſed Gop to comfort and 


confirm men in the belief of his promiſes and cove- 
nants, or agreements with them, by ſome outward 


ſign or token, which ſhould make an impreſſion on 
their ſenſes ; and, as it were, ſet before their eyes what 


He. he tank them VE his word. 


Weread in the Old Teſtament, that when Gop 


once drowned the world, He appointed a rain- 
bow, Which was to be a: ſign and token to man- 


kind; that the world ſhould,no more be deſtroyed by 
a flood. Gop ſolemnly - 2ptiſed, that a flood ſhould 


not come again and deſtroy all fleſh; and He ſet his 
bow in the clouds, that when we ſee it, we may be 


confirmed in our belief of this promiſe of mercy. * 


The Jews have a religious ceremony to diſtinguiſh 
them from all other religious profeſſions ;- and this 


is Circumcifion, or cutting off the fleſh of the fore- 

ſkin of every male among them. When Gop brought 

the Jews out of Egypt, and puniſhed the people of 

that nation, who had oppreſſed them, by ſlaying their 

EDDM; He appointed a lamb to be eaten at a cer- 
8 2 1 | tain | 


rere r 
—— 


— ö » <a> * 
l ee eee 


IIS — 
W 


A ERS PFs 2 


—— 


\ 


7 -- LECTURE VI. 


tain time, as a memorial or ſign of his deliverance 


this lamb is to be eaten, is called by them the Paſ- 


ſpared the Jews, and paſſed over their houſes, when 
He executed this act of vengeance on their enemies 
and oppreſſors. Hence it is, that, to aſſiſt our un- 
derſtandings, to ſtrengthen our infirmities, and con- 
firm our faith, Chriſt our Saviour, in his word, which 

we call the New Teſtament, was pleated to appoint 
two outward ſigns of his religion, called Sacraments z 
and theſe are Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. By 
Baptiſm, we are admitted into. Chriſt's Church.— 


bers of Chrift, and received in a ſolemn manner into 
the ſociety and communion of Chriſtians. ; 


place of worſhip ; but it fignifies a ſociety or collec- 
tion of Chriſtian people in every part of the world, 


men, ſuch as Jews, Turks, and Heathens, who do 
church of Chriſt is called Catholic, or univerſal, be. 


3 one people, but is offered to all perſons, that are ad- 
made members thereof, by being baptiſed. Baptiſm 
is the outward ceremony uſed at their admiſſion. In 


moſt actions of a formal nature, ſome ceremony is 
| uſed 


* 


of his choſen people the Jews; and the feaſt, at whicli 


ſover; becauſe, when Gop flew the Egyptians, He L 


| Here is an outward ſign or token, that we are mem 


By Chriſt's Church, is not meant any particular 


ſeparated by their holy calling or profeſſion from other 
I 1 not profeſs the religion or faith of Jeſus Chriſt. The 
cauſe the Goſpel is not | confined to one nation, or 


mitted into the ſociety of the Chriſtian church, and 
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uſed to give force to them, and make them binding. 
A key is often delivered, to give poſſeſſion to the pur- 
chaſer of an houſe: a ſeal is put to wax, to make 
ſure any deed executed between man and man: forms 

are required to ſignify our acceptance of a thing: and 
ſome perſons, when they are admitted into any ſo- 
ciety or trade, wear badges of that ſociety, to ſno 
to others they belong to it; as an apron is worn as a 
mark of ſome trade, and a red coat diſtinguiſhes a 
ſoldier from other men. Baptiſm, then, is the diſ- 
tinction of a Chriſtian : water is the outward and vi- 
= ſign, that a man has taken that profeſſion. upon 
It is the property of water to waſh and cleanſe 
1 - ads ; and it is, therefore, fitly made uſe of to 
| ſhow the inward waſhing or cleanfing of the ſoul. — 
The inward and ſpiritual grace in Baptiſm, is a death 
unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs. We 
were born in ſin; and, therefore, when we are bap- 
tiſed, we are ſaid to have a new birth; we bury, as 
it were, our firſt corruptions, thoſe evil inclinations, | 
which we brought with us into the world; and we 
riſe to a life of holineſs. As a dead man is freed 
from the actions of this ſinful life, fo a baptiſed per- 
ſon is ſuppoſed to. leave all the wickedneſs of this 
world, to live another ſort of life, and to enter into 
terms of agreement with Gop. There is a covenant 
or agreement between Gop and man. We: may 
thus underſtand it: Gop promiſes man, that if he 
will do ſuch actions, He will give him ſalvation; and 
man ita to-accept that ſalvation, and do what Go 
8 G 3 requires, 
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requires. I he covenant or agreement between both 


muſt be performed; or how ſhall there be faith or 
truth in any covenant? On God's part, we are 


ſure of his gracious promiſes ; let man only perform 


his promiſes and agreement, Baptiſm is the ſign or 
token, that we have entered into covenant with Gop; 
it is like a ſeal that is to confirm this, agreement, — 


Now the privileges thus conditionally {ſecured to us 


in Baptiſm, are reduced to theſe three; by Baptiſm 
' we are made members of Chriſt, and Children of 
Gop, and inheritors of the kingdom of Heaven, It 
is a gracious encouragement of his poor creatures to 


engage in his ſervice, that Gop has been pleaſed to 


enter into a covenant and agreement with man, ſub- 
jecting Himſelf, as it were, to beſtow certain bleſſings 
on us, provided we perform certain conditions: for, 
though in this covenant the promiſes made on God's 
part flow from his own free goodneſs, yet the terms 


required on ours, are matters of neceſſary obligation, 


and firmly bind us. 


+ But before I enter on the terms of this covenant, 
I muſt explain to you two things in Baptiſm ; the 
name given us at that time, and the reaſon why 
Godfathers and Godmothers are appointed for chil- 
dren, and witneſſes for grown perſons, to take care 
that the perſons baptiſed obſerve and act according to 
their ſolemn obligations. It hath been the cuſtom of 
the Chriſtian Church, from the earlieſt ages, to give 


new names, both to children and grown perſons, at 


their 


* 


did the ſame thing at their Circumciſion. The uſe- 
fulneſs of our new name is deſigned to be a perpetual 


engagements; it ſhould lead us to remember, that 
we were honoured with the name of Chriſt, we pro- 


fathers and Godmothers, that having conferred the 
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then being received into the Church by Baptiſm; and . 
the cuſtom was probably derived from the Jews, who 


mark and remembrancer to us of our Chriſtian pro- 
feſſion, As often as we hear our Chriſtian name 
mentioned, it ſhould put us in mind of our Chriſtian 


feſſed our fincere belief is Him and his Revelation, 
and ought to -adhere ſtedfaſtly and immoveably to 
thoſe doctrines and principles, which we then em- 
braced ; that whoſoever nameth the name of Chriſt 
upon theſe principles, ought to depart from all ini- 
quity ; that when we took our Chriſtian name upon 
us, we ſolemnly promiſed to dedicate ourſelves to . 
Gop's ſervice; and that it had been better for us 
never to have known the name of Chriſt, than, af- . 
ter we have known it, and been called by it, to turn 
from his holy faith and commandments, and not to 
believe and live as becomes his 1 


Our baptiſmal name was given us, not by our pa- 
rents, but by Godfathers and Godmothers. They | 
were our fathers and mothers in Gop, when we were 
dedicated to Gop in Baptiſm. ' This cuſtom may © 
have a double advantage; it may admoniſh God- 


title of Gop's children upon us, they are bound to 
endeavour that we may nere * of it: and 
2 | it 


% 
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it may admoniſh us, that our name having been ; 


given us by perſons, who were our ſureties, we are 
bound to make good their engagement. 


— 


The appointment of Godfathers and Godmothers 


is not ſo abſolutely neceſſary to Baptiſm, as to render 
Baptiſm without them of no effect. Infants who are 


ſick, and in danger, are often privately baptiſed with- 


out them; but they are wiſely and properly appoint- 
ed by our Church, to ſee that the young member or 
- Chriſtian be brought up in the nurture and ad moni- 
tion of the Lox p. They are witneſſes, in the Bap- 
tiſm of adult or grown perſons, of that folemn vow 
and profeſſion, which thoſe perſons then made, to 


_ dedicate themſelves to Gop; and in the Baptiſm of 


infants, they are ſureties or pledges to the Church of 
the Chriſtian education and inſtruction of thoſe chil- 
coy, whom they offer to "GoD' in their pn 


It is the duty of Godfathers and eee to 
attend to the vow and promiſe they make. With 
ſome it is looked upon as a mere matter of ceremony 
or compliment; as if a ſolemn vow and promiſe could 
not bind. This is a great miſtake. We are obliged 
to fulfill our obligations; and thoſe eſpecially of a 


5 religious kind are moſt ſacred. Godfathers and God 


mothers do not ſtrictly promiſe for the infants," tho? 
they do it in their name; but they promiſe for them- 
ſelves: they promiſe to take all the care they can 
of the inſtruction of the child i in the principles of the 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian religion; they promiſe to call upon the 


children themſelves to learn and do their duty; and 


they promiſe to bring them, at a proper time, to take 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity upon themſelves. This, 
therefore, they are obliged to perform: and the per- 
formance of this ſhows the wiſdom and piety of the 
Church, in taking ſuch care of the religious and pious 


education of young children, and in not ſuffering the - 


wee to be Godfathers and Godmothers. Parents 


are obliged by every tie and call of nature to take care 
of the Chriſtian and virtuous education of their chil- 
dren; and others beſides them are appointed, out of 
abundant caution. By theſe means parents are not 


acquitted or diſcharged of their duty ; but children 


are hereby ſecured againſt the neglect of their parents, 
or againſt any accident, by which they may be de- 


prived of them: and our Church hath ſo guarded 
this truſt, that if the parents ſhould die, or neglect 
their duty, yet ſtill their children may be inſtructed 


as becomes Chriſtians, and be guided it in the way of E 


Wo life, U 


| Beſides the being ſprinkled with, or plunged into 
water in the ceremony of Baptiſm, the perſon is re- 


ceived into the Church of Chriſt in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.— 
| Pheſe are the words which Chriſt himſelf commanded 
to be uſed; and, therefore, they are uſed in Chriſ- 
tian Baptiſm. Our obedience is due to tliree per- 


ſons in the holy undivided Trinity, or three perſons 


. 
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in one Godhead. The Father is Gop who made 
us; the Son, our Saviour, is Gop who redeemed 


us; and the Holy Ghoſt is Gop who ſanctifies and 


preferves' us; and by being baptiſed in the name of 
theſe three, we may affirm we are baptiſed by virtue 
of their authority. Jeſus Chriſt, the Head of our 
Church, knew the beſt form and manner of our be- 
ing admitted into it. If He has given us the manner 
and the words, it would be preſumption in us to uſe, 
or appoint any other. We may be ſure He has 
adopted the beſt manner, whereby we may become 


Chriftians; and, therefore, we muſt uſe his own 


words, and his own form. 


Water is the element uſed in Baptiſm, for the 
waſhing or ſprinkling the perſon from all his impu- 
rities, and is the outward fign ; and the words, — I 
|  baptiſe thee in the name of the Father, and of the 

Sion, and of the Holy Ghoſt,” is the form of admit- 


ting the Chriſtian to the privileges of Baptiſm in the 
name of the ſacred Trinity, after the direction of 


Chriſt Himſelf. You ſee Miniſters, when they bap- 
tiſe infants, ſign them with the mark and figure of a 
croſs on their foreheads. This, though it is not a 


neceſſary part of Baptiſm, is yet à very ſignificant 


mark, and no way ſuperſtitious: for, after ſprinklin 

the child with water, the Miniſter ſays, “ I fign 

e thee with the ſign of the croſs, in token that here- 
c after thou ſhalt not be aſhamed to confeſs the faith 


15 of Chriſt crucified, and manfullyto4. fight under 


cc His 
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« His banner againſt ſin, the world, and the Devil, 
« and to continue Chriſt's faithful ſoldier and Pig | 
« yant, unto thy life's end.” St. Paul glories in the 1 
croſs of Chriſt, and Him crucified. We Chriſtians 
_ profeſs. a Saviour, who died upon the croſs for the 
ſins of mankind ; and the ſigning with the mark of 
the croſs is intended to ſhow, that the child or per- 
ſon received by Baptiſm into Chriſt's church, glories | 
in the croſs of a crucified Saviour, and applies the 
merits of his death to his own eternal. ſalvation. - I 
deſire, ſays St. Paul to Chriſtians, to know nothing 
among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Saviour of 
the world, and Him crucified, that is, ſlain upon the 
croſs for our redemption. And ſo we Chriſtians pro- 
feſs our belief in Chriſt, and thank Gon that He 
died on the croſs for us. We are not aſhamed to 
own this crucified Lox p: on the contrary, being en- 
liſted under Him at our Baptiſm, we reſolve to fight 
under his banner, the croſs, againſt ſin, the world, 
and the Devil; and to continue-his true. and faithful 
adde ar to our live's end. 


* r 


Rr ane <0 ö * 
—.— f 1 


On. this abject, of Baptiſm, I will not burthen 
your memories with any more at this time. It is an 
important ſubject, and I wiſh you may xetain what 
I have delivered. I have endeavoured to make it as 
plain to you as I could. The next time we meet, 1 
ſhall mention the privileges we receive by Baptiſm; 
what it is to be a Member of Chriſt, a Child of Gop, 
and an Inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven: and 1 
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muſt beg you will come and hear me, while I ex- 
plain theſe advantages to you; becauſe our baptiſma! 
vow, and our obligations to perform it, are the main 
concern of every Chriſtian. You will ſee what all 
are engaged to do, when they are baptiſed, and alſo 


- what they promiſe to avoid; you will then find, that 


Baptiſm is no light inſignificant ceremony, but the 


ſign of a very ſerious engagement, to lead a godly and | 


a Chriſtian life. I have ſpoken to all Godfathers and 
Godmothers, that they make not light of their duty 
and facred obligations. They muſt look to. them- 


ſelves and their charge, if they would acquit them- - 


ſelves of their ſolemn religious promiſes, and not 


- trifle with their Maker, and their own ſouls, by a 
wilful breach of their important e in be- 


half of others. 5 
May the inſtructions of this day ſink deep into your 
minds, and, by God's help, produce in you the 


fruits of an holy and religious obedience to the com- 
mandments of that Gop, whom by Baptiſm you en- 


gage faithfully to ſerve all the days of your life; 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lon, to whom be all 


power, might, majeſty, honour, and dem world 
without end. Amen. 8 
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LECTURE VII. 


ON THE BLESSINGS AND PRIVILEGES OF OUR 


ADOPTION- INTO THE FAMILY OF CHRIST. 


Firſt Epiſtle of St. John, chap. ili. ver. f. 


Behold what manner of love the Father hath beftowed 
on as 1 we | be called the _ Gob. 


N my laft Diſcourſe to you, F explained the mean- 


ing and deſign of Baptiſm, the outward form of 


that Sacrament by water, and the ſpiritual bleſſings, 


which we receive by being admitted into Chriſt's 
Church, and being made members thereof. I told 
you the uſe and defign of perſons ſtanding for in- 


fants at Baptiſm, called Godfathers and Godmothers, 
and the obligations they werg under to fulfil their 


ſolemn vows and promiſes. I acquainted you with 
the meaning of the Croſs, and what was fignifie by 


| figning, with this mark, the forehead of all thoſe 
Who are baptiſed. 1 then opened to your under- 
| H ſtandings 
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ſtandings the form of words uſed at Baptiſm, when 
the Miniſter ſays, —© I baptiſe thee in the name of 
« the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


| c Ghoſt;” and ſhowed that that form was expreſsly - 
directed by Chriſt Himſelf. A great deal of uſeful 


matter was contained in my laſt Diſcourſe, which 
cannot be now repeated; but which you will hear 
again, if I live, and am encouraged to repeat and re- 


new the Exhortations, which I am in the courſe of 


delivering to you at this time, There is a neceſſity 


for your conſtant attendance, as my Diſcourſes to 


you lead you gradually from the knowledge of one 
Chriſtian duty to another, and are fo connected and 
joined together, as to make up a Syſtem or Summary 
of Chriſtian Faith and Practice. I wiſh many of my 
_ Pariſhioners to come and hear theſe Exhortations ; 
eſpecially parents, and perſons of full age; becauſe 
| thoſe who are grown in years may learn from them 
how to inſtruct the young and unexperienced, thoſe 
whoſe tender years are in greater need of inſtruction; 
and the young alſo, if they are taught in this place 
the principles of true religion, will be ſecured from 
thoſe errors and vices, which young minds are too 
| = to W and young e fall into. 


It is a 8 truth, that o our poor at know 
very little of true religion, and take no pains to be 
acquainted with it: and the reaſon is, becauſe their 
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parents“ never ſend them to church. While at 


ſchool, they learn to repeat, to their maſters and miſ- 


treſſes, the words of the Catechiſm, by rote: but 


the ſenſe and meaning of what they learn is never 


explained to them. It is the duty of the Miniſter 


to hear the younger part of his Pariſhioners their 


church-catechiſm, and explain it familiarly to them; 
and I ſhould be glad if parents would ſend their chil- 
dren- to church, and if maſters -wauld teach them 


this form of inſtruction, that I may hear them re- 
peat it in this place, and explain to them what they 


have but imperfectly learned at ſchool. Diſtance. is 
often pleaded by people for not coming to church: 
yet I have heard of crowds attending at places of 


| ſport and diverſion, and putting themſelves to trou- 
ble, expence, and inconvenience, to go thither. Is 


religion then too dull and irkſome a taſk to «be 


minded? and is not inſtruction to be ſought for, 
when it can be obtained? Is Gop's houſe to be 
forſaken, while houſes of mirth and merriment are 


Never can we be ſufficiently thankful for the bleſſed 


ſight, which every where meets our eyes, in the aſſemblies 


of our young fellow-Chriſtians on the Lozv's Day, and 


which the pious Author of theſe Inſtructions had not the 


happineſs of being permitted to behold. We can eaſily 


conceive, that he would moſt gladly have urged to his 
poor hearers the example of the Mother Country, in train- 


ing up her children to the n and practice of er 
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eagerly frequented ? Are children to be led to ſhows 
and ſports to gratify their curioſity ; and are their 
minds to be left deſtitute of that inſtruction, which 
might ſecure their obedience to their parents, and 
lead them in the way wherein they ſhould walk ?— 
Let this admonition have its weight; and let it cure 
that ſhameful negle& of public worſhip, too gene- 
I obſervable amongſt us, 


I will hope better things of you, my friends ; 3 that 
you will attend diligently to what I ſhall ſay to you 
from time to time. I will explain the Chriſtian re- 


Vion to you as fully as 1 can, and endeavour to 


make you good and ſerious. As I told you before 


what Baptiſm means, I am at this time to ſhow you 


the privileges or advantages, which we receive from 


being baptiſed. Every perſon who receives Baptiſm, 


is by it made a member of Chriſt, a child of Go, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. By be- 


ing Members of Chriſt, is meant, that we are parts 


or members of the Chriſtian church, which is his 
body. All Chriſtians taken together, or collectively 
conſidered, are compared, by the Apoſtle” St. Paul, 


to the body of a man; and declared to be as ſtrongly 


and intimately united to each other, and to Chriſt, 
as-the ſeveral members or parts of the natural body 
are to the head. As the body, faith he, hath many 
members, and all the members of that one body are 


but parts of the body, ſo allo 3 is Chriſt the Head of 


| the 
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the Church; and every Chriſtian a member of that 
body, of which He is the Head. As in every living 


creature, all ſenſe and motion proceed from the head; 
ſo to every Chriſtian, a knowledge of Gop's will, 
and power to obey it, flow from Chriſt. As the 


head governs and directs every limb, ſo Chriſt is the 
head and lawgiver of every believer. As being joined 


to the head makes the whole body one animal frame, 
fo being joined to Chriſt makes the whole number of 
Chriſtians one ſpiritual ſociety. As a communication 


- with the head preſerves our natural life, ſo a com- 


munication with Chriſt ſupports our religious life.— 


 Chiiſt is the head of Chriſtians, and is to his Church 


what the head is to the body; and every perſon who 
belongs to the Church is a member of that body, or 
in other language, or way of ſpeaking, a member of 


"Chriſt. 


Vou ſee now the happy relation, in which Chrif. 


tians ſtand to their Redeemer: He is our head, and 
will acknowledge us to be his members, it we fhall 
be found worthy to partake of that bleſſed privilege. 


And our union with Chriſt as our head plainly ſhows | 
to us, that, as in the natural body, the hand or foot 


never diſobeys the head, ſo we ſhould in all things 
be ſubject to our Loxp's commands, ready to obey 


and honour Him. By being thus united to our 
'Loxp, we may hope to be in a particular manner fa- 


voured with his bleſſing and affiſtance : we are placed 
H3 under 


* 
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under his gracious care and protection, and may . 5 


in Gop's merey, for the guidance of his Holy Spirit: 
for, as from the head, all the body, by joints and 
limbs, receives nouriſhment and ſupport, ſo from 
Chriſt, our head, every member of his Church re- 
ceives ſtrength and vigour. I hope you all underſtand 


what I mean by being members of Chriſt : you are 


to conſider your own body, and ſuppoſe the head to 


be the moſt honourable part of the body, and your 


Joints and limbs as inferior parts of the body. The 


Society of Chriſtians is compared to the body :— 
_ Chriſt is the head of them; and Chriſtians, like theſe 


joints and limbs, are parts of that body. Thus you 
obſerve, there is the cloſeſt connexion that can. be 
between Chriſt and his Society, which we call Chriſ- 
tians ; becauſe all the members or parts of the body 
act in obedience to the Head as the principal; and 
each part of the body is ſo joined and knit together, 


| that they cannot be ſeparated without great -pain and 


ſtruggle: for if one member ſuffers, all the members 
feel pain; ſuch is the connexion of the ſeveral parts, 
that the good ſtate of one _ the others in 
health: and ealt. © -- 


he Gennd-giivileas of Baptiſm is, chat by it we 


are made the Children of God, in a ſenſe and man- 


ner, in which we are not by nature. Every man is, 
no doubt, the child of Gon, as having been created 
by Him ; but the Bible tells us, that all men had, w 
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fin, forfeited the benefits of ſon-ſhip, and, by their 
own faults, inſtead of being the ſons of his love and 
favour, became. the childcen of wrath. But our 


gracious Maker pitying us, and treating us like 
children, even when thus degenerate, hath mercifully f 


appointed a method of receiving us into his family 
again, after we had caſt ourſelves out of it, and of 


reſtoring, and raiſing us by degrees, to the ſame fa- 


vour with Him, which, in their ſtate of 1 TT 
our firſt parents enjoyed, | 


| T is ineſtimable bleſſing was procured for man- 
kind through the means of Jeſus Chriſt ; and we are 
oecome entitled to it by taking Him for our Head, 
and becoming his members. As many as receive 
Him, to them gives He power to become the ſons of 
Gop, even to them that believe in his name.— 

Being, therefore, thus united to Chriſt, we claim 
his promiſe to be received as Sons of Gop. This 
is a glorious privilege indeed, which we enjoy by 


Baptiſm ; when, claiming Gop as our Father, we. 


can approach Him with the confidence of Sons, lay 
open our wants and complaints to Him, under the 


expectation, that He -will pity and relieve us, as a 


father doth his children, on whom his bowels yearn. 
Vou who have children, have felt the force of a pa- 

rent's love. Lou value your children, and do all 
| you can for their good. Gop hath put that love 


into your hearts, in order to ſecure your care and 
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ſupport for the young and tender in their helpleſs in- 
_ fant ſtate. Now the affection of Gop for all his 
_ » creatures is much greater than man's can be for his 

offspring. Gop muſt have loved his creatures very 
dearly indeed, when, after they. had offended Him, 
Fe ſent his own Son into the world to die for them, 
This love ſhowed itſelf in the higheſt degree and ex- 
. preſſion of it; that when we had fallen from Gop, 
and were enemies to Him, He ſought to be reconciled 
to us, offered us his free mercy and pardon, invited 
us to enter into a new covenant of grace with Him, 
and ſent Jeſus Chriſt into the world to ſettle between 


Him and us, the terms of this covenant and agree- 


ment, viz. the gracious terms of pardon and accep- 
tance, on our ſincere repentance, and amendment 


By Baptiſm we are admitted into this covenant, 


and made the children of Gop. But you are to re- 


member what it is to be a child of Gop; you muſt 
do that which a dutiful child ought to do: you will 
then fear the diſpleaſure, and truſt in the love, of 
your heavenly parent; you will pray to Him for what 
you want, and be thankful to Him for what He gives; 
and you will own his affection when He. corrects, 
as well as when He ſmiles upon you, Obedience. is 
the ſureſt mark of a child's value for his parent; for, 
it he loves his beſt Friend and Benefactor, he will 
take due care not to offend him. So, if we wiſh. to 


be indeed the children of Gon, we ſhall act as chil- 
en 
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Aren of Gop, we ſhall behave ourſelves as children 
ſhould do, and ſhaw by our actions that we deſerve 
to be ſo called. We have indeed provoked our in- 
dulgent Father by our repeated tranſgreſſions; but 


He has promiſed to receive us into his favqur on our 


repentance and faith in Chriſt, and our firm reſolution 


to offend no more. Nay, if we are in earneſt to do 
our duty, He will give us his grace to fulfil our good 
purpoſes, and ſupport us under all the trials and 


temptations, which we may meet with. Baptiſm ad- 
mits us to the privilege of being ſons of Gop; but 
then we are to comply with the engagements, which 
we entered into when we received that title. We are 


to act as dutiful ſons, and take care not to tranſgreſs 


the commandment of our Father ; or, if we have at 
any time departed from our obedience, as we are. all 
too eaſily inclined to evil, we muſt return again with 
ſorrow for our faults, and purpoſes of amendment; 
and then God will receive us as children of his love, 
be reconciled to us, and forgive us. 


The third privilege of Baptiſm is, that by entering 
into the Chriſtian covenant, we are made Inheritors 
of the kingdom of Heaven. Our bleſſed Loxp de- 
clared, that his kingdom was not of this world. — 
He came to eſtabliſh and manifeſt a kingdom indeed; 
but it was a kingdom of perfect and eternal glory, 
prepared in the heavens; that is, that He might reign 


pops ever with Gop the Father, in that happy place 
y $ | where 


——— — . 
e erer ern 


hb „ 
where He is pleaſed to diſplay his glory in the highet 
manner; and as He came to erect this kingdom 
Himſelf, ſo likewiſe did He come to purchaſe the 
fame inheritance for others; and it is our happineſs, 
that, by Baptiſm, we are admitted to the hope of it, 
and made capable of it. We become fellow-citizens 
with the Saints, and of the houſehold of Gcp ;z we 
are declared to be heirs of Gop, and Joint bein with 
Chriſt, of this heavenly Kings 


Theſe are the privileges which Chriſtians enjoy ® 
| Baptiſm, on being admitted into Chrift's Church, if 
they walk worthy of their holy calling and profeſſion. 

But though Gop has promiſed to do ſo much for us, 
yet we are not to think that it is ſufficient merely to 
be chriſtened, without doing any thing more, in order 
to be entitled to theſe benefits. We muſt remember, 
that at our Baptiſm we entered into covenant with 
Gop ; we profeſſed Chriſt as our $aviour, our Lord 
and Maſter : but then, in return for the bleſſing of 


_ falvation, we ſolemnly promiſed to obey his laws, 


.and to follow the rules and precepts, which He com- 
manded for our -obſervance. Gop will not be 

wanting on his part to fulfil his gracious promiſes, if 
we comply with our engagements. But perhaps 
you may alk, What can ſuch poor miſerable crea - 
tures as we do ? I will tell you. Lou may lament 
your own unworthineſs, and pray to God to pity 


you, and be gracious to you for Chriſt's ſake ; you 


can 
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ean be thankful for all his favours and mercies ; you 


can be content with your lot and ſtation in life, and 
not murmur or repine at it; you can do your beſt, 
and Gop' 8 ce will expect no more. 


Many ignorant Chriſtians e and kive 
not a proper regard for Baptiſm ; they deſire it, prin- 
cipally, to become entitled to Chriſtian burial, This 


is a very trifling privilege, compared to thoſe I have 


mentioned, of | being | made Members of. Chriſt, 
Children of Gop, and Inheritors of the kingdom of 


Heaven, To be put decently into the earth when 
vue are dead, is what may be reaſonably deſired, tho? 
it is of no ſervice to the body, which is to be placed 
in the grave. The ſervice read at funerals is intended 
more for the benefit and inſtruction of the living, 
than to be of any uſe to the dead, who are inſenſible 


of what becomes of their mortal part, about to be 
delivered up to worms and corruption. The dead 
know nothing of what is doing with their bodily 


frames, the ſhell or caſe which the living ſpirit once 


inhabited. They are in another world, and cannot 


be ſuppoſed to regard any of the affairs of this ſtate3 
they have new employments, and new ſcenes to en- 

gage their attention, and exerciſe their faculties, — 
We may think of them, out of the reſpe& we bear 
for them; but, as they are in another ſtate of exiſ- 


tence, it is probable they are confined: to the ſtate 


they are in, without having any regard to the ſtate, 


from 


11 
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from which they have paſſed, No creature, With- 


out being allowed by his Maker, can go beyond he 
bounds of it; and each creature has, no doubt, full 


employment. for that ſtate wherein. he is placed. We 


know of no communication there is between this 
world and another. No one ever came from another 
world to give us this information; and even our 
Saviour, who came from Heaven, never thought 
proper to deſcribe to us all the glories of that place, 
any farther than that it is a place moſt bliſsful and 
happy, without informing us as to the particular bu- 


ſimeſs or employment of Angels and Arch- angels. 
Do not then diſturb your imaginations about your 
departed friends, as though they were ever permitted 
to appear to you; rather hope that they are better 


employed, than in the low affairs of this ſcene of 
vanity and vexation. They want not any thing you 
can do for them. Before Chriſt came into the world, 
people uſed to flrow ſome ſort of reſpect to their de- 


ceaſed friends, as if they thought they were ſerved by 
_ theſe offices; but our religion teaches us wiſer things, 
and to judge better. Vour dead friend is inſenſible 


of them; his eyes are cloſed, and his ears are ſhut, 


till the voice of the Areh- angel, the trumpet of Gop, 


fhall awaken him, to ariſe, and ftand before the 
_ Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, at the laſt day. I have been 


led to mention theſe things, as I know ſome people 


ſuperſtitiouſſy «conſider Baptiſm as very- little more 


that a Tequifite/ POLE dl . burial. * 'F would have 
* you 


* " 
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you all conſider this ſacrament as procuring for your 
fouls far greater advantages, than thoſe which we 
' wiſh to be beſtowed on our bodies. 


I will detain you no longer at this time, than to 


beg you will remember what I have this day faid to 
you. Expect to hear, on ſome future occaſion, 
what I have to ſay to you on the other Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, of which I hope I ſhall live to 
ſee many of you willing and frequent partakers, when 
you have been made fully acquainted with the bene- 
neſits, which it was deſigned to convey to every 
3 receiver. 


Now 0 Gos the Father, &. 
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LECTURE, VII. 
ON THE APOSTLEs CREED. 


In the 17th chapter of the Goſpel written by St, 
| John, and the 3d verſe: . 


This is life eternal, that they may know Thee, the 
only true GroD, and JEsUs CHRIST, whom thou 


Hai ſent. RET 5 
4 . . | 

: 6 e SECOND thing, which was promiſed in our 
1 name, when we were received into the Church 
by Baptiſm, was, that we ſhould believe all the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian faith : and I come now to 
ſhow you what are the grounds, on which we are 
required to believe them, and to explain the mean- 
ing of the Articles themſelves. 


1 By 


* 


the chief corner- ſtone. The holy Scriptures contain 


LECTURE VIII. 87 


By Articles of the Chriſtian faith, we mean thoſe 
points or particulars, of which our belief is compoſed, 
and to which we are obliged to give our aſſent, be- 
cauſe they are affirmed and taught in the holy Scrip- 
ture, which is the Word of Gop. The Scriptures 
are the word of Gop, becauſe, though they were 
written by the perſons, whoſe name they bear. yet 
thoſe writers were inſpired by Gop the Holy Ghoſt, 
who was with them, and who guided them into all 
neceſſary trath. You are obliged to believe thoſe 
books were written by St. Matthew, St. John, and 
the reſt, whoſe names they bear; becauſe this is a 
matter of fact, which has been proved, and almoſt 
univerſally agreed om in all ages, and allowed by others 
from the time in which theſe holy perſons lived, to 
this day; and you are obliged to believe that theſe 
perſons were inſpired by Gop the Holy Ghoſt, be- 
cauſe they themſelves affirmed this, and did ſuch 

wonderful works in proof of it, by healing the ſick, 
raiſing the dead, and performing ſuch other miracles, 
as no man could poſſibly do, except Gop were with WY 
him, You are not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, obliged to : 
believe all this, becauſe your Godfathers and God- 
mothers promiſed it for you, but becauſe Gop Him- 
ſelf tells you that all this is true, and requires that 
you ſhould believe it. Your faith is built upon the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf being 


all gs neceſſary to falvation, and are to be the 
| 223 | rule, 


2 
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rule, whereby we meaſure or judge of all Chriſtian 


truths; ſo that nothing is to be required or received 
as an Article of faith, which is not read therein, or 
may be proved thereby. | 


The chief of theſe Articles are put der in 


what is called the Apoſtle's Creed. A creed ſignifies 
a belief, and is a ſhort form of words or profeſſion 
of our faith, containing the chief points, which every 
"Chriſtian is obliged to believe. The Creed, in which 


I am about to inſtruct you, is called the * 


Creed; not becauſe it was written by the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, as is vulgarly believed, but to diſtinguiſh it 


from the other Creeds uſed in pur Church. We 


have a Creed called the Nicene Creed, which is a 


© ſummary of faith eſtabliſhed and confirmed by an 


. aſſembly of Biſhops and Divines met together in 
council on religious matters, in a city called Nice. 
We have the Athanaſian Creed, formed by a Chrif- 
tian Biſhop, called Athanaſius, in oppoſition to ſome 


perſons, who denied the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
we have the Apoſtle's Creed, not penned by the 


Apoſtles, but drawn up by the church, as containing 


the ſum and ſubſtance of the Apoſtles* dofrine.— 
This Creed ſhows us in a few words, the chief and 


the moſt important of thoſe things, which the Apol- 
tles taught the world 1 in the holy . 


As many learn this Creed when they are young, 


and repeat it woot Property: underſtanding it, I 
ſhall 


— 


1 


of tl 


theſe 
they 


and 


there 
] bel 


is thi 


there 
unch 
in K 


and 
fillett 


E * 0 r vi _ 
ſhall be as particular as I can in explaining each arti- 
cle contained in it, that you may know what you 


profeſs to believe. There are ſome words in it, ſuch 
28 Hell, Ghoſt, and Catholic Church, whic ch require 


explanation; many not underſtanding the meaning 


of them. So that you ſee the neceſſity there is, that 
people ſhould come to Church, that they may hear 
their religion opened and unfolded to them, of which 
they will know but little, if they do not conſtantly 
put themſelves in the way of inſtruction. The 
Apoſtle's Creed is divided into twelve Articles; and 
the firſt 1 _ 


1 1 7 believe in Goo. THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, 
Mak BR oF HEAVEN AND EARTH. 

The words, I Believe, are the outward declaration 
of the inward perſuaſion of our minds ; and _ though 
theſe words are only twice uſed in the Creed, yet 
they are to be underſtood as applied to every Article, 
and to every word in each Article. I believe that 
there is a.God, I believe that this God is a Father, 
believe that He is almighty, and I believe that He 
is the maker of Heaven and earth. To believe that 
there is a Go, is to believe that there is an eternal, 
unchangeable, and all-glorious Spirit, who is infinite 
in knowledge, wiſdom, juſtice, merey, and power; 
and that this great Gop is preſent every where, and 
1 al: ings 3 ; that He knoweth' all things, is 

1 mighty 
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mighty in wiſdom, wonderful in counſel, righteous, pre 
juſt, and upright in all his judgments; that He is ſtr 
love itſelf, the father of mercies, and the Gop of be. 
all comfort. To believe in Gop does likewiſe imply thi 
our belief, that there is but one Gon, agreeably to cla 
that which the ſacred Writings declare concerning po 
Him, „The LorD our God is one LoRD. Iam of 
Go, and there is none elſe. Before me, faith Gop, by 
there was no Gop found, neither ſhall there be any he 
after me. But here it muſt be obſerved to you, MU wt 
that the ſacred Writers of the New Teſtament teach or 
us, that this one Gop is Father, Son, and Holy 1 
Ghoſt; or, in the words of St. John, that there are 80 
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, ha 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe fu; 
three are one: 'Gop is indeed with great propriety ere 
called a Father, with reſpect to us, as being the firſt fur 
Author, and continual Preſerver of all things; in wi 
whom we live, move, and have our being. But he 
is here called a Father, chiefly with reſpect to Him, 


who, in the next Article, is called his Son. He is be 
the father of our Lok p Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the C1 
Whole family in heaven and earth! is named. Jz 
| ſor 

We believe this 3 Being is Almighty. He to 
is Almighty with reſpe& to his power to do whatever iz 
He pleaſes, or, in reſpect of his ſovereign right and ſay 
authority, to govern and diſpoſe of all things accord- ch 


ing to his good pleaſure, But it ſeems to me more 


LE CTU RS You 7 


| proper and natural to underſtand the word Almighty, | 


ſtrictly with reſpect to his power, as ſignifying our 
belief, that this Gop can do every thing; that no- 
thing is too hard for Him; or, according to the de- 


claration of our Saviour, that with him all things are 
_ poſſible; . We believe alſo that this Gop is the maker 


of heaven and earth ; or, as St, Paul explains it, that 
by Him were all 1 created, both which are in 
heaven, and which are in earth, viſible, or inviſible, 
whether they be thrones or dominions, principalities 
or powers, that is, angels and arch-angels, men, and 
all inferior creatures, all things were created by Him. 
So that, as we profeſs our belief that this great Gop 
has power to do all things, we here declare our per- 
ſuaſion, that He did exert that power in making or 
creating all things in the beginning ; and that the 


fun, moon, and ſtars, as well as every thing we meet 


with upon earth, are the VINE of his hand. 


* 


From 88 the Pal we go on to . our 


belief in Gop the Son; and fay, I believe In Jesus. 
CHRIST HIS ONLY SON oUR LoRD. The name 


Ixsus, which ſignifies a Saviour, points out his per- 


ſonal character to us, and implies our profeſſion, that 


to Him alone the character of a Saviour does in its 
higheſt ſenſe belong. For it is He alone that has 
ſaved us from our ſins; it is He alone that hath pur- 
chaſed eternal redemption and falvation for us; and 


it is He that will appear a ſecond time for the ſalva- 
5 | | | tion 
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tion of thoſe that look for Him: we ought, therefore, 
to profeſs and declare, that there is no other name 
under heaven given unto men whereby they muſt be 


language, ſignifies anointed; and by alluding to 
God's commands to the Jews, that their Kings, their 
prieſts, and their prophets, ſhould be anointed with 
Oil, it ſhows us in what ſenſe our bleſſed Saviour was 
the anointed of the Loxy. And when we profeſs 
to believe in Him as Chriſt, we profeſs to believe that 
He was the Meffiah, who was to come into the 
world; that the types of the Jewiſh law, and the 


that He was our prophet, as having been anointed 
by the Holy Ghoſt, to preach the Goſpel to the 
poor; that He was our prieſt, and gave HimRlf an 
offering and facrifice to God for us; and that He is 


- whoſe kingdom there ſhall be no end. His relation 
to Gop, in which we here profeſs our belief, is that 
ol his only begotten Son; which will be beſt under- 
| ſtood by remembering the account, which the ſacred 
Writers give us of it; which is, that He was in the 
beginning with Gov, and was Gop ; that all things 
were made by Him, and without Him was not any 
thing made that was made ; that He is the beginning 
and the end, which is, and which was, and which 
is to come, the Almighty ; that He and his Father 
| VESTS a | are 


faved, but that of our Lonp Jeſus Chriſt, The 
word Chriſt, as the word Meſſiah in the Hebrew 


predictions of the prophets, were fulfilled in Him * 


our king, who ſhall reign over us for ever, and of 


* 1 r 0: * n 


are one; and that He is over all, Gop bleſſed for 
evermore. And, therefore, when we. declare our 
belief in his Sonſhip, we mean that He is in ſuch a 


ſenſe the only Son of 'God, as no created Being can 


_ poſſibly be; in ſuch a ſenſe, as to have been eternally 


with the Father Himſelf, very and eternal Gop. He | 


is indeed called the Son of Gop on other accounts 


in holy Writ, as having been conceived by the Holy 


Ghoſt, who is Gop; as having been appointed to 
the ſpecial office of the Meſſiah; as having been de- 
clared to be the Son of Gop, with power by his 
reſurrection from the dead; and being appointed by 
the Father heir of all things. But Chriſt is moſt 
eminently ad moſt properly ſtyled the only Son of 
Go, as having been in the boſom of the Father from 
the beginning, as having had glory with. the Father 
before the world was, as being the brightneſs of his 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
and as in Him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the God- 
| head bodily. 


His relation to us as ouR Lokp, may be un- 


derſtood to reſpect us either as creatures or as Chrif- - 


tians, As He is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
we, as well as all other beings, muſt be ſubje& to 
his authority and dominion ; fince it is He that made 
us, and not we ourſelves. We here emphatically 
call Him our LoR p, as we are Chriſtians. As ſuch 
He has bought us with a price; and whether we live 

or 
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or die, we are the LoRxDꝰ * We are, in a peculiar 
manner, his ſubjects, who is the Head over all things 
to the Church; and we are obliged to believe Him 


to be, not only Our Lord, but likewiſe the Lord of 


all things; Gop the Father having highly exalted 
Him, and given Him a name above every name ; 
that at the name of Jxsus every knee ſhould bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; that is, that all things ſhould be 
ſubjet to his dominion, and every tongue ſhould 
confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lok D, to the glory of 
Gov the Father. 


| Thet third Article i is, that | Jefas Chriſt was CON- 


CEIVED BY THE HoLy Gnosr, BORN OF THE 
: VIRGIN Mary. . 


Having declared our belief in his divinity, and his 
dominion, we next proceed to declare our belief of 
What he has done for us as man. That this eternal 
Son of Gop did become man, is affirmed by St. 
John; who ſays, TRR WorD, or Son of Gop, 
came down from heaven, was made fleſh, and dwelt 


among us. The eternal Son of Gop appeared in 
the world in the fulneſs of time appointed by his 
Father, took our nature upon Him, and united or 
joined to the divine nature, the body and ſoul of a 


man. By the power of Gop the Holy Ghoſt, a 


a wer in © miraculous manner, and 
| EE | brou ght 


anc 


1 * Un VIII. 


brought forth her Son; who, having been from the 
beginning with Gop, was now born of a woman, 
and made of the ſubſtance of his mother. 
therefore, called EMMANUEL 3 another name given 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and is, by interpretation, Go 
WITH us. PE 


95 


* 


By being born of a Virgin, ſeveral predictions or 


ſayings of Him in the Old Teſtament, were fulfilled 
in Him; which had ſaid that the Meſſiah was to be 
of the ſeed of Abraham, and of the houſe of David. 


In this Article we declare our belief, that our bleſſed 


LorD was born in ſuch a manner, and of ſuch a 


perſon, as the ſpirit of Gor had long ſince foretold 


of Him; and, therefore, He appeared by all theſe 
_ | particulars, to, be the Saviour, who was appointed by 
the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of Gop, 
to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of his 
people Iſrael. 


others of the human race, But Gop can bring to 


paſs ſurpriſing events, beyond and above the ordinary 


courſe of nature, for the diſplay or ſhowing forth of 
his ”= 


5 The firſt n that ever lived was not born of a 


woman, and had his Being and original differently 
from any of his ſons. God is not confined to any 


laws, but what his own wiſdom has thought proper | 


to 


He is, 


He came into the world in a miracu- 
lous manner, being born of a virgin, and not like 
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— L E c TU R E Vin. 
to ordain. He beſt knows how to ſuit the means to 


his defigns. It was his will, that his eternal Son 
ſhould be born into this world for the redemption of 


mankind ; but He was to be exempted and free from 
fin, and to partake of our fleſh and blood in a dif- 
ferent way from that, in which all created beings 
come into the world. His mother was a pure vir- 
gin, and though betrothed to Joſeph, yet had never 


known man. So that Jeſus Chriſt had no natural 


father, but was conceived in a miraculous manner, 


It was neceſſary that wonderful and extraordinary 


circumſtances ſhould attend the birth of this holy 
child Ixsus, who was ſo extraordinary a perſon, ſent 
by God into the world on fo extraordinary an er- 


rand, as to teach mankind, and to wy Tor the fins of | 


the world. 


Our \ Saviour tells the Jews, that though they 


boaſted of Abraham as their father, yet ſuch is the 
power of Gop, that He could, even from the ſtones 
of the earth, raiſe up children unto Abraham. Gop 
does not exert his almighty power, when man is 


pleaſed to demand a ſign from Heaven, to confirm 


his belief in his marvellous acts. But when the 


world was to be redeemed, and his Son was to ap- 
pear in the world on this great and glorious deſign, 


He was uſhered in, in an uncommon way. We 


cannot be ſurpriſed at a human body's being produced 
in an unuſual way, when we are told that our dead 
bodies, 


More. 


. % ⏑‚ , U m vat £ 
bodies, after ſleeping for many years, are to be 
raiſed at the laſt day out of the duſt, and to have our 
ſouls united to them. The one is, perhaps, a more 
ſurpriſing miracle than the other; 3 nevertheleſs we 


believe it, becauſe we know Gop can bring to paſs 


whatever He pleaſes. _ 


T he fourth Article of our Creed is, that this Je- 


ſus Chriſt sur FERED UNDER PonTIUs Pe- 
LATE, was CRUCIFIED, DEAD AND BURIED, 1 
that HE DESCENDED INTO HELL. 


But here I ſhall ſtop for the preſent, leſt I burthen 


your memories with too much at once; leaving you 
to think on what has been ſaid, and hoping you will 


attend again to hear the other parts of this Creed ex- 


plained to you. 


Now to Gop the F ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed all honour and n now and for ever- 
Amen, 
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ON THE APOSTLE's CREED. 


Paxr II. 


Our Saviour tells his Diſciples, in the 15th 
the $9-verls:.  * | 3 


This is life rn That 60 may 1 Thee, the 


_ ſent. 


—_— 


you as many of the Articles of our Belief, as | 
| thought you were able to remember at that time; 
and I invited you to attend again, and hear what I 
had farther to ſay to you on this important ſubjed. 
It is of great conſequence to you, as there is only 
One Faith, that you ſhould believe aright ; for you 
2 . 0 


chapter of his Goſpel written by St. John, and at 


only true Gor, and Jeſus 8 how " hou _ 


P my laſt Diſcourte, I began with explaining 1 


L EC Tn E iK 93 


are not to imagine, that it is a matter of as little im- 
portance what you believe concerning the Great Gop, 


his Being, his nature, and his works, as it is what 
you think of common matters, which paſs before you 
in the world. Without faith it is impoſſible for you 
to pleaſe Gon. But a falſe faith is as no faith at 


all; and'a true faith is that only, which agrees with 


the declarations which Gop hath made of Himſelf 


in the holy Scripture. Of this faith, I told you the 
chief points were contained in that which we call the 


Apoſtle's Creed, which is divided into twelve ſeparate 


Articles. Three of theſe I have already explained to 


Jour, The firſt, in which we declare that we believe. 


in Gop, the Father Almighty, the Mater of heaven 


and earth; the. ſecond,” in. which we believe i Jeet 


Chrifh,. his. only Son our Log, called Jesvs,. which 


ſignifies a SAVIOUR, becauſe He: came to ſave us 
from the power of fin in this life, and from the pu- 
niſhment of ſin in the next; and called ChRIST be- 


. cauſe He was anointed, or ſpecially appointed, and 


ſent into the world for this purpoſe ; and therefore 
Our Lox, becauſe He rules us by his laws; He 


conſiders us as his ſubjects and his ſervants, as per- 
ſons bound by every tie of duty to live in obedience 
to his will and apthgrity. 


This Divine 1 when He thooake it a fit 


time to appear upon earth, for the ſalvation of man- 
kind, was cancei ved by the Holy Ghoft, was barn 0.3 the 
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Virgin Mary: ; both which particulars had been fore. || tt 


told, and by both which He was eminently diſtin- cc 
guiſhed from all other men that ever were inhabitants th 
of this earth: and yet, being born of a woman, He ne 
was as truly man, as any of thoſe, for whoſe ſake He - 
came into the world, and fuffered ſuch things as 1 de 
am 1 mae now about to deſcribe to FOR EE OT, 1o 
: | | a] 
The fourth Article | 185 that this PPT and merciful ca 
Saviour of mankind surERRED UNDER PoNTIbs . is 
PLATE, HE- was CRUCIFIED, DEAD, AND BU- the 
RIED, AND DESCENDED INTO HELL. This part na 
of the fad, but wonderful ſtory before us, in which by 
you and I, and every ſoul from the days of Adam, ſuf 
even to the end. of the world, are, have been, and _ der 
will be, ſo materially concerned, will be ſufficient me 
for 122 conſideration. at this time, . TY : tor 
. inf 

This Poxivs n undi Abi Chit fuf.. mc 
fered, was a Governor ſent by the Roman Emperor, or 
to ſee that the Jews, whom he had conquered, paid ing 
their taxes, and in all. things ſubmitted themſelves as of 
his obedient and dutiful ſubjecs. The name of this falſ 
Heathen is mentioned, to point out to us the exact une 

- time when this wonderful thing happened: and it“ rule 
Was neceſſary that He ſhould ſuffer under the autho- - pol 
rity, and by the direction of a Heathen ruler, that 386 
the nature of his puniſhment might be ſuch, as the 1 
Prophets and Himſelf had foretold it would be; when led. 


45D: BL 'Q2 ⏑ N © 1X.”  -/ in 
te Son of man ſhould be, not ſtoned to death, ac- 
cording to the Jewiſh ſentence; but raiſed up from 
the earth, and nailed, according to the Roman man- 
ner of puniſhing the vileſt malefactors, to his croſs. 
As you are utter ſtrangers to this method of inflicting 
death, you are to be told, that it has every thing be- 
longing to it to make it dreadful. It is a ſhameful, 
a painful, and a lingering death; it is ſhameful, be- 
cauſe the body is expoſed naked to the ſpectators; it 
is painful, becauſe the moſt tender parts of the body, 
the hands and the feet, are piereed through with large 
nails, and the whole weight of the body is ſupported 
by thoſe nails; it is lingering, becauſe the wretched 
ſufferer, who in other caſes is delivered from his mi- 
ſery in a few minutes at the moſt, is' in the puniſh- 
ment of crucifixion kept ſeveral hours in a ſtate. of 
torment. For all theſe. reaſons it was a purſiſnment 
inflicted on none but ſuch, as were accuſed of the 
moſt notorious crimes.; of blaſphemy againſt Go, . 
or of murder, or of rebellion againſt the State; Hay= 
ing laid theſe crimes to the charge of IE sus the Son 
of Gop; crimes which, even with the aſſiſtance of 
falſe witneſſes, ready to ſwear any thing, they were 
unable to prove; they proceeded, in defiance of every 
rule of juſtice and equity, to put their barbarous pur= 
poſes in execution. 


r 1 
WW Cai & + n . L « 


+ Behold, then, the innocent Saviour of the world,, 


kedfarth to be lifted up on the eroſs, and hanging. 
e 1 K 3. Or between. 


202 ne u. u d N. 8 
; | | between. heaven and earth, a miſerable ſpectacle to _ 
"il angels and to men; a fight, by which even the devils | yo 
i | themſelves muſt have been affected, when Sin and of 
| Death were overcome, with Him that had the power hif 
M of death, even the Devil. At that moment, Death, re: 
[| by the ſuffering of the Son of Gop, was diſarmed of on 
| i its power to deſtroy us for ever; and Gop our Sa- co 
| I viour, by his ſubmiſſion. to it for a while, obtained - his 
i [i A victory, in. which. the Saints will en to all hu 
1 n. | b5 5 | 1 
| 1 We look not then, without a mixture of ſorrow M th 
| if and joy, of ſhame and gladneſs, of humility and gra- ſo1 
|| I titude, on the ſufferings. of Jesvs hanging on the th; 
croſs. We lament that He ſuffered ſuch things ; but. th 


we rejoice in the benefits received from his ſufferings : 


we are aſhamed. that our fins rendered his ſhameful al 
death thus neceſſary ; but we rejoice, that his mercy | inc 
hath condeſcended to take the ſhame, as well as the vi 
punifhment of our fins upon Himſelf, to bear it in ce 
his own body. on the tree; we are grieved, that the of 
Son of God, the Loxp of life and glory, ſhould be . 
under the neceſſity of dying; but we triumph in the | res 
thought, chat He therefore died, that we, and al! up 
that truly believe in Him, might live for ever. For „ 
that He not only was crucified, but that He remained m 
on the croſs till He was actually pt ap, is the next pa 
particular in the Creed, which we profeſs to believe: hi 
And much —W—V— a ae be- MW 


_ 


enen ro 
cauſe, if his death had not been complete; and be- 
yond all doubt, his reſurrection would have loſt ſome 
of its miraculous circumſtances. But the Goſpel 
hiſtorian gives us the falleſt evidence of his being 
really dead, and that, even before his fellow-ſufferers 
on the croſs ; which may reaſonably enough be ac- 
counted for, by his extraordinary ſufferings before 
his crucifixion: for, when the wretched: bodies had 
hung, as it may be ſuppoſed, the uſual time, and 
now the finiſhing ſtroke was about to be given, 
(from a motive of vain and idle ſuperitition, that 
the ſabbath might not be profaned), the Jews be- 
ſought Pilate, that their legs might be broken, and 
that the bodies might be taken away; upon which 
the ſoldiers brake the legs of the malefactors; but 
| when they came to Jesus, and ſaw that he was dead 
already, they brake not his legs. It was impoſſible, | 
indeed, that they ſhould break his legs, becauſe Da- 
vid had propheſied many hundred years before, con- 
cerning Him, „He keepeth all his bones, not one 
of them is broken.“ We believe, then, that the 
Lord and Giver of life, that we might live for ever, 
really, and to all intents and purpoſes, ſuffered death 
upon the croſs; and we believe alſo, that He was 
BURIED, by the pious care and attention of a rich 
man, one Joſeph, of Arimatheæa, who had taken no 
part in the counſel and deed of the Jews concerning 
his death.” His body was carefully laid in his own 
: now tomb, hewn 0 out of a rock, wherein no corpſe 
3 had 
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had ever heretofore been laid, that there might be- the 


no poſſibility to ſuſpect the leaſt fraud or deception. rat 
We believe that the ſacred body, which had afforded ſup 
ſuch a ſpectacle of ſhame and reproach; as made even con 
the lights of heaven withdraw themſelves from the me: 
fight, was now treated with all the ſolemnities of de- am 
cent ſorrow; wound in linen clothes, embalmed with | _- We 
ſpices, and. buried in an- honourable manner. By =: 
which another prophecy was fulfilled, which faid, kits 
He made ene with the rich at his death,” the 
1 thy 
His hpi hw: obe of, and an entire is. Ig 
tion of the ſoul from its tabernacle of fleſh, having exp 
taken place, as in all other caſes of death, the next wh 
Article of our Belief i 18, that! HE DESCENDED Td. ma 
HELL... ly a. Ws - ag 
D PT ns | 1 
I What i is the exact meaning of theſe words, it may _ th; 
not, perhaps, be very eaſy to determine. Many of Ws 
the learned have thought differently on the ſubject; | 
though all agree, that He went to the place of de. WF _ © 
parted ſpirits; to whom, the Apoſtle - St. Peter tells I 
us, He preached. On what ſubject we are no where ter 
told; nor is it neceſſary for us to enquire. It is ifi 
ſufficient for us to believe, that even in thoſe mo- of 


ments, wherein it might have been ſuppoſed He was 
in a ſtate of perfect inactivity, and, like thoſe his 


faithful ſervants, who departed hence in the Lokp, * 


at t reſt from his labours; his divine ſpirit was never- 
8 theleſs 


LECTURE IX. 


| theleſs 3 in doing good, even in its ſtate of ſepa 


ration. from the body., For we are left at liberty to 
ſuppoſe, that if there was room for mercy, joy, or 
comfort, in thoſe regions of departed ſpirits, that 
mercy, joy, and comfort, it was his gracious errand 


among them to proclaim, and promiſe. them, But 
we are alſo to conclude, that it was his purpoſe to 


ſhow his almighty power and dominion over the ſpi- 
rits and powers of darkneſs; and to declare, as in 
the words of the prophet, O death, I am. become 
thy death, O grave, I am become thy deſtruction,” 


This will more evidently appear, when I come to 
5 explain to you the glories of our Saviour's exaltation; 


which began at his reſurrection, and were further 
manifeſted in his aſcenſion; when being lifted up on 
high, He led the * Authors of our captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men, yea, even unto his enemies, 


that the LozD Gor might dwell among them. 


_ you _ hard enough 15 the 8 e- 
nough, I am ſure, deeply to affect your minds, and, 
I hope, ſufficient to make every one of you the bet= 
ter for what you haye heard; which it certainly will, 
if it has made you more ſenſible of the hateful nature 


of ſin; and eee more determined to avoid 


7 The original words will admit of this tranſlation; and 
it is not eaſy to underſtand Ain, as they are found in our 
1 verſi on. 
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it for the time to come. You muſt remember, that . 
the end of all faith is improvement. It is a vain 
thing for any of us to ſay, © Lonp, I believe, if 


we do not, by a ſuitable holineſs of life, ſhow that 
this faith has its proper WET on our minds. 


Now it 18 impolble for you els attended 


me ſeriouſly through the ſeveral particulars of this 


Diſcourſe, without feeling great ſorrow of heart, 


great ſhame and canfufion of mind, if you once re- 
collected, as we went along, that all which our Sa- 
viour underwent, was not for Himſelf, but you.— 
8. he innocent Lamb of Gop was led to the laugh. 
ter, that you might live for ever, if you do but love 


Him, and keep his commandments: : the great Judge 


of heaven and earth. was dragged' before an earthly 
ſinful judge, and there was falſely accuſed, unrigh- 
teouſly condemned, *contemptuouſly ſpit upon, pro- 
fanely buffetted, cruelly ſcourged, and at length led 
out to be crucified ; ſhamefully hanged up between 
two infamous malefactors, pierced even to his heart 
with a ſpear ; and all this, that before your heavenly 
Judge you may all be acquitted, on your ſincere re- 


pentance, through his merits, and for his ſake, that 


endured ſuch things on your behalf. The Logp 
bath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. By theſe 


his ſtripes we are healed; by this unworthy treatment 


of Him we ſhall be glorified, if it be not our own 


__ when He ſhall come in dom, ſeated in the 
| clouds 


x 


AzcTyxxr mm 


clouds of heaven; and every eye ſhall ſee Him, and 


they alſo that cpa Him. 


Let this | faith dn in you a true love and con- 


| ſtant obedience to the Author of ſo much mercy z 


and let it prepare you for that awful hour, when this 
once· deſpiſed Saviour of mankind ſhall appear in his 
awful character of Judge of heaven and earth. And 
may you all then lift up your heads with joy, know- 


ing that an etern ity « of f glory and honour and happi- 
.. neſs draweth nigh! 


For which bleſſed ſtate, 'Gop of his infinite mercy 
prepare us all by a true faith, abounding in the fruits 


of 810 85 through Jeſus . our Lonp; ; 


To wink with the F ather 05 the en Ghoſt, 
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LECTURE X. 
ON THE ATOSTLE CREED, 
PART III. 


In the 1 r7th chapter of the Goſpel written 65 St, 
John, and at the 3d verſe : ; 


This 1s life eternal, that Tei may know Thee, the 
only true Gop, and Feſus Ma whom Thou . 


em, 


could not but very tenderly affect us. The ſufferings 
of the Son of Gop for our ſake muſt neceſſarily fill 
our minds with ſhame and ſorrow, whenever the fad 
ſtory is related to us. But it muſt alſo raiſe in us 
the higheſt notions of Gop's infinite love and good- 
neſs, in pe his only Son into, the world, to lay 
_ down 


WHEN we laſt met together, my Friends, our 
meditations were confined to a ſuhject, which 


L e r f⏑ n N 


down his life for our ſalvation. The ſorrows of the 
croſs muſt now yield to the joys and glories of our 
Saviour's exaltation : for the next Articles of the 
Creed, or Belief, lead us to conſider Him as ri/ing 
the third day from the dead, as aſcending into heaven, 
and there ſeated at the right hand of Gon the Father 
Almighty, till his return at the laſt HU to judge the 


quick and * dead. 


Theſe ſubjects will be fully ſufficient for your pre- 
ſent inſtruction ; and the remaining Articles of our 
Belief will be reſerved for the concluding Diſcourſe 
on the Apoſtle's Creed; from which I hope you will 
have been able to receive ſuch information and know- 


1 ledge, as may be ſufficient to edify and build you up | 


in the faith of Chriſt, and in the practice of your 
duty to Gop and man. The firſt Article then is, 
that Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, having been laid in 
the ſepulchre, RosE THE THIRD DAY FROM THE 
DEAD. This being the great foundation on which 
the Chriſtian religion ſtands, and on which all our 
| hopes of eternal happineſs are raiſed, it will be ne- 
ceſſary more fully to inſiſt upon it. | 

When their Maſter expired on the croſs, the dil- - 
ciples of Jeſus Chriſt, in general, gave up all as loſt : 
all their hopes were changed into diſappointment ; all 
was horror and deſpair. Two of them we hear 
mourafully ſaying, « We truſted that this had been 


* 


eee r * * 
He that ſhould have redeemed Ifrael ;*. addrefling 
themſelves at the time, without knowing it, to Him 


who had died for their offences, and was riſen again 


for their juſtification. It had been foretold by David, 
that the Holy One of Gop, though He endured the 
pangs of death for our ſakes, ſhould not be ſuffered 
to ſee corruption. © Thou wilt not,” ſays the Pſal- 
miſt in the perſon of Chriſt, Thou wilt not leave 
my ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy 
One to ſee corruption.” And this the holy Women, 
and the Apoſtles Peter and John, found fully veri- 
| fied, when, going to the ſepulchre, they ſaw the li- 


nen clothes wrapped together, where the body of 


Jeſas had lain; and heard from the mouth of the 
angels, that the Loxp, both of the dead and living, 
was not there, but that He had riſen from the 
. BET - 


* 


If you have 3 to the chapter which you | 


have heard fo frequently read to you at the burial of 


your friends, you muſt have obſerved what ſtreſs the 


Apoſtle lays on the doctrine of the Reſurrection; 
i. e. on the certainty that theſe bodies of ours, which 
are laid in the earth, ſhall be raiſed again, however 
mouldered into their -original duſt, at the laſt day. 
He there tells you, that without this comfortable and 
important doctrine, all our religion is vain: if Chriſt 


be not riſen, then there is no reſurrection; our 


| preaching 1 is vain; your faith is vain; and we Chriſ- 


tians, 
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LECTURE X- .-- a | 
l tians, who would otherwiſe be privileged beyond all "i 
others, - are, of all men, moſt miſerable ; without 9 
3 comfort in this life, and without hope in a better: | 1} 
1 but all difficulties are removed; and our reſurrection | " 
, to life eternal is made ſure by. that of Jeſus Chriſt _ If 
| from the dead. Now, ſays St. Paul, is Chriſt vifen = i 
from the dead; and He is become the firſt fruits of [28 
them that ſlept : as ſurely as the harveſt ſucceeded . 
; the offering of the firſt fruits under the Law, ſo cer- 
| _ tainly will the reſurrection of the dead, at the laſt 


day, when the harveſt of the earth 1s, ripe take place, 
in conſequence of Chriſt's reſurrection, who is be- 
come the firſt fruits of them that now News or ſhall 
> BU hereafter ſleep in the grave. = 


ö * | | - 
) Too confirm a doctrine of ſuch. conſequence, our 
Saviour thought it right to continue not leſs than 
forty days upon the earth, giving every proof of the 
reality of his return to life; eaung and drinking with 
his diſciples ; freely converſing with them; perform- 
ing miracuious works before their eyes; ind exhibit-- 
ing to the unbelieving Thomas, in particular, the 
moſt undeniable tokens of his poſſeſſing the very ſame . 
body, which had lately been hanged on the croſs ;— 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thruſt it into my ſide; 
and be not faithleſs, but believing. Such a gracious 
condeſcenſion produced its full effect: the Apoſtle, 
e convinced, cries out, © My Log, and 
L 2 my 
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my Go!“ acknowledging Him, who had: ſo lately 


been the ſcorn of men, and the out- caſt of the peo- 
ple, to be no other than his Lox p and his Gop :— 
He had ſhown Himſelf able to fulfil the word,. — 
which He had ſaid, © I have power to lay down my 


life, and I have power to take it up again ;*” which 


St. Thomas well knew no one could poſſibly have 


done, but He, in whom dwelt the fulneſs of the 


God-head bodily. 


Every aſſurance having then been given of the truth 


of his reſurrection, while He was converſing with his 
Apoſtles, Hz ASCENDED ix TO HEAVEN: He was 


taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their ſight. 
This event had alſo been foretold by David, in the 


68th Pſalm; who ſaid, Thou art aſcended on 


high, Thou haſt led captivity captive:“ and the pur- 
. poſe of his aſcenſion is declared, viz. © To receive gifts 


for men, that the Lox Gop might dwell amongſt 


| them,” Chriſt Himſelf had told his forrowful Diſciples, 


that it was expedient for them that He ſhould go 
away; for if He did not depart, the Comforter would 


not come; but that when He was aſcended, He 


would ſend Him unto them. This then was one 
great purpoſe of his aſcenſion : another was, to be 


our Mediator, which has been formerly * explained 
to you; to intercede with the Father for us; to lay 


See page 44. 
| before 


LEE TU EW „ i 
before Him the merits and the value of his ſufferings } 


and death for our ſakes ; and to plead in our behalf, ft 
194 ks 5 2 1 

that his ſacrifice of Himſelf may be accepted, to the | ; 
eternal benefit of all that repent them of their fins, | 
8 $ 


— 
Row” ; 
dr ng? 


ang ben the Goſpel. 


The next Article of your faith, which preſents fr 
our Saviour as SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF - if 
 Gop Tae FATHER ALMIGHTY, leads us to con- i} 
fider Him as employed in advancing dur eternal in- 
tereſts in Heaven, in the way, which hath been juſt 
now mentioned; and though this muſt not offer the 
leaſt encouragement to a wilful continuance in ſin, 
yet to thoſe who have finned, it offers every poſſible 
encouragement to repentance. If any man ſin, (and 1 
who is there that hath not ſinned ?) we have an ad- 1 


vocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous z 4 
and He is the propitiation for our ſins; but always 1 
remember that this propitiation, or atonement, is : 1 
only applied to the pardon of ſins truly repented of, 5 71 


and utterly forſaken. Every other ſuppoſition would 
be not only dangerous, but impious. We may on- 
ſider Him as thus graciouſly and mercifully em- 

ployed, till the end of all things is at hand; and 
when, as Gop, He ſhall call to the Heavens from 
above, and to the Earth, that He may judge his - 
people, then ſhall the thrones of eaithly princes be 

_ caſt down, and the Ancient of Days ſhall fit, whoſe. 


| garment fhall be white as ſnow, and the hair of his 
5 "804 ..  _ 


1 Nenn f 
| head like the pure wool : His throne ſhall be like 
the fiery flames, and his wheels as burning fire: 


thouſand thouſands ſhall miniſter unto Him, and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand ſhall ſtand before Him: 


the judgment ſhall be ſet, and the books ſhall be 


opened. This is the Prophet Daniel's deſcription of 


that awful ſolemnity. St. John tells us, that, be- 
hold]! He cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall | 


ſee Him, and they alſo which pierced Him; and the 


Angels who were attendant on him in his laſt mo- 


ments upon the earth, and the witneſſes of his aſ- 
cenſion, aſſure the aftoniſhed ſpectators, that the 


fame Jeſus, whom they ſaw taken up from them into 
Heaven, ſhould come in like manner as they had | 
ſeen Him go into Heaven. 


Here, my FRE I would wiſh you. to reflect a 
moment on the purpoſe of his coming; the day and 
hour of which knoweth no man: His buſineſs will 


be to judge the quick and the dead. By the Quick, 
we mean thoſe who ſhall be alive when this awful 


event ſhall take place: ſuch as remain, and are alive 


at the coming of the Lok p, ſhall not prevent, or be 
before-hand with them which are aſleep; for the 


Loxp Himſelf, faith the Apoſtle, ſhall deſcend from 


Heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the Arch- 
angel, and with the trump of Gop; and the dead 
in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt: then they which are alive 
and remain, ſhall be caught up together with them 


2 MW 


0 


| TC 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and fo 
to be ever with the LORD. a 

The inſtruction which the Apoſtle draws from this 
doctrine, is the propereſt application to be made from 
this Diſcourſe, © Ye know,” ſays he, © that the 
day of the LoRD, by which he means this day of 
judgement “ ſo cometh as a thief in the night: and 
when men ſhall ſay, © peace and ſafety,” vainly flat- 
tering themſelves that all is well with them, then 
ſudden deſtruction ſhall come upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child, and they ſhall not eſcape.” 


Thanks be to Gop, my brethren, ye are not in dark- 


neſs, like thoſe poor heathens, of whom I have juſt 
been ſpeaking. It has been my buſineſs, in all my 
former Diſcourſes to you, to enlighten your minds 


with the knowledge of the truth; and God's grace 


hath, I truſt, ſeconded my poor endeavours, and will 
yet continue to proſper them for your benefit. There 


is no danger, if ye remember only what ye have this 


day heard, that that day ſhould. overtake vou as a 
thief. Ve are all, I hope, the children of light, and 
the children of the day; furniſhed with ſuch degrees 
of ſpiritual light and knowledge, as will be ſufficient 
for the direction of your feet in the ways of holineſs 


and peace. Bleſſed be Gop, ve are not of the night, 


nor of darkneſs. But then let us remember, that 
our obligations to holineſs are increaſed in proportion 
to the advantages which we enjoy. We mult not 
* | 2 
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7 4 LECTURE. X. 
fleep, that is, be idle and. negligent of our Chriſtian 


duty, as others do who live in darkneſs” and igno- 
rance; but we muſt watch and be ſober, putting on 


: the breaſt-plate of faith and love, and, for an helmet, 
the hope of falvation : for God, he tells us, hath 


not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain Yalvation 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who died for us, 
that, whether we wake or !leep, we mould live to- 
mer] with Him. 


| To tive with G op, is to be bleſſed with every poſſible 
degree of happineſs, of which your nature is capable, 
and that to endleſs ages. Pray, therefore, that ye 


may be ſo enabled to diſcharge your duty towards 
Gop and man, that ye may be ſo enabled to live 
in a conſtant preparation for the hour of death, and 
for the day of judgement, that when He, who is the 
Great Author of our ſpiritual life, ſhall appear, we 


_ alſo may appear with Him in glory everlaſting, and 
be made partakers of the joy of our Lorp : 


To whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 


4 ha given all honour and glory and Ms an with- 


” out end. Amen, * 5 
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LECTURE: XL 
N THE APOSTLES CREED. 


1 : 5 8 PART V. 


St. Paul we alas EA Epiſtle, cape 10 
verſe 2: 


* 


them that are ſanctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be 
inte, with all that in every place call her the name 
.f 1 ſus Cbr: it our LoRD. 


HAVE endeavoured, in my former inſtructions, 

to explain to you, my Friends, as far as our time 
and opportunities would permit, the ſeveral Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, as they are contained in what 
we call the Apoſtles Creed. On this ſubject I have 
ſhown what we are taught to believe, concerning the 
g'ory and 9 17 of Gon the Father, and the hu- 


miliation 


Unto the Church of Gop, which is at Corinth, ts 


— — — — — — 
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miliation and exaltation of Gop the Son; who, for 


us men, and for our Salvation, came down from 
Heaven; was born and lived in a low eſtate; was 
crucified, dead and buried, for our ſakes ; and was 


+ Taifed by his own divine power from the grave; and 
fitteth on the right hand of the throne of God, till 


He mall come at the end of the world, to be our 


judge. I hope you attended to the ſeveral particulars, 
which I laid before you with as much plainneſs, as 
the nature of my ſubject would admit of; and I 


hope you will be not leſs attentive to what I have 


further to ſay to you on the remaining Articles of the 
Chriſtian faith, 


You have ban taught to ſay, « I bitieve in the 


| Holy Ghoſt ;? by which you declare your belief, 


that the Holy Ghoſt, or Holy Spirit, is Goo,. equal 
in glory, majeſty, and eternity, with Gop the Fa- 


ther and the Son, in a manner, which is above all 


human capacity to comprehend ; but is nevertheleſs 


to be believed, as moſt aſſuredly declared in the Bi- 
85 which contains the wor ds of wagering truth, 


- 


„„ Holy Ghoſt, or Holy spirit of Gon, is our 
director and guide, our helper and ſupport, our re- 
fuge and ſtrength, the Author and Giver of all ſpi- 
ritual gifts, Theſe are, the offices aſſigned to this 
divine Perſon in the holy Scripture. It was by His 
- =: 55 that the . and holy Men of Gop 
| ſpake, 


ſen 


= 


ay 
-.4 


LF ©: T 0 
ſpake, when they delivered the words of eternal life 
to mankind. As the Father is faid to be the Crea- 
tor, and the Son the Redeemer, ſo the Holy Ghoſt 
is conſidered as the Sanctifier of men; and as we 
are baptiſed in the name of theſe Three Perſons, ſo 
in theſe Three is the Chriſtian required to profeſs 
his faith. When we are told that it is Gop that 
worketh in us to wall and to do of his good pleaſure, 
this is particularly ſpoken of the Holy Ghoſt. There 
are differences of operations ,on the heart of man, 
that he may profit withal ; which the Apoſtle tells 
us are all wrought by that one and the ſame Spirit, 


which is Gop. So that, when any of you are dif. | 
poſed to do what is good, it is Gop's holy Spirit 
which inclines you to do it; and when you are made 


ſenſible, that what you are tempted to do is evil, it 

is God the Holy Ghoſt, which prevents you from 

committing it. Therefore- we are taught to pray, 

that by the direCtion of this hely Spirit, we may 

have a right judgment in all things, and evermore 
rejoice in his holy comfort. 


The next Artiele of our belief is, that the Church, 
of which we have the happineſs to be made members 


by Baptiſm, is not only ich, but bachelie; that i, 


not limited, like the Jewiſh church, to one particular 
nation or people, but univerſal (for that is the mean- 
ing of the word catholic); comprehending all nations 


of the world, that Oe a true faith in the Lord 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt, ſubmitting themſelves in all humility 
to his divine will, cock to his rd ordinances and 
inſtructions. | 


we believe allo, that in this holy univerſal Church, 


there is a ComMun1on of SaiwnTs ; that Saints, or 
a holy perſons, have communion with Gop, and with 
each other: They have communion with Gop, 1. B) 


prayer; whereby dependent creatures are permitted 
to afk of Gop, whatever is needful for their ſouls or 


bodies; under a promiſe, that if they afk any thing 


according to the will of Gop, if it is really beſt for 
them, they ſhall certainly receive it :—2. By reading 


and hearing Gop's holy Word, by which He ſpeaks 


to mankind continually in the writings of his inſpired 
Prophets, Hiftorians, and Apoſtles ; and above all, 
by his blefſed Son, teaching us all what we muſt be- 


lieve and do to be ſaved: And laſtly, by his Sacra- 
ments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper ; by the 


former of which we are admitted into covenant with 
Gop, and by the latter whereof we are ſtrengthened 
with might- unto -all goodneſs, The Saints have 


| alſo communion or fellowſhip with each other; in 
as much as they are united together in the ſame 
_ faith, employed in the ſame acts of religious wor- 


ſhip, and engaged in the mutual exerciſe of love and 


7 good works. In the courſe of their affairs in this 
_ world, holy men muſt often have communion with 
- -- ſinners; but they muſt have no fellowſhip with them 


in 
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in their ſins: they are as oppoſite to each other as 


light to darkneſs. This Article of our faith teaches 
us particularly to conſider the relation, in which, as 
Chriſtians, we ſtand to one another. We are mem- 
bers of the ſame body, profeſſors of the ſame faith, 


heirs of the ſame promiſes, led by the ſame ſpirit,” 


ſupported by the ſame hope, and looking for the ſame 
ſalvation through Chriſt Jeſus. How then can we 


but feel ourſelves bound to promote each other's 


happineſs! How contrary is it to the nature, as well 


as the duty of ſaints, or holy perſons, to live in en- 


mity one with another 


The next Article of the faith, * we erb, 


18 THE eps OF $INS, 


Sin is the wankgrefion of the Law of Gop,— 


And whereas the very beſt of us have departed from 
this law, or rule of life, doing what it forbids, or 
neglecting to do what it commands, we have, every 


one of us, cauſe to confeſs that we are ſinners. If 


we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and 


the truth is not in us. Now the wages of fin is 
death ; and if nothing had been done to deliver us 


from that dreadful ſentence, we muſt have ſurely 
died a worſe death, than that of the body, we muſt 
have ſuffered the death of the ſoul, and have been 


ſeparated from Gon, the Author and Giver of life, 


and excluded from happineſs, and glory, for ever 
. M . 
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and ever. But thanks be to Gop, through whoſe 


mercy a Saviour hath appeared, to put away fin by 
the ſacrifice of Himſelf: Chriſt hath once ſuffered 
for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, He who had no 
fins of his own to ſuffer for, was wounded for our 


tranſgreſſions; He was bruiſed for our iniquities ; 


He was delivered unto death for our offences. And 


we believe, that, through his ſufferings, and death, 
the puniſhment due to our ſins is removed from us; 


Gop is betome a reconciled Father to his children; 
having graciouſly accepted the death of his bleſſed 


Son, as a full, perfect, and ſufficient ſacrifice and 


ſatisfaction for the ſins of the whole world. But 
here it is very. neceſſary, that I ſhould guard you 
againſt a bad uſe that may be made of this moſt com- 


fortable Article of our faith. You are never to for- 


get, that what Chriſt hath been pleaſed to ſuffer for 
ſin, hath taken away none of its hatefulneſs in the 
fight of Gop. Both ſin, and the ſinner who com- 


mits it, are nevertheleſs abominable to Him, who 


is holineſs and purity itſelf. You muſt not therefore 


look for the Forgiveneſs of thoſe fins, which you have 


not firſt forſaken, with ſhame and ſorrow that ever 


you committed them; and after all muſt remember, 


that your repentance only qualifies you to. receive for- 


giveneſs, by making you proper objects of that mer- 
ey, which Gop, for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt, is ready 
to beſtow on every penitent and returning ſinner. 
| ad ſurely you cannot but love Gop, whenever you 


reflect 


nien 


reflect how great things He hath done, that your fins 
might be forgiven, Surely. you can never continue 


in fin, if you really love Gov, as you profeſs to do 7 


the love of Gop, and the love of fin, cannot dwell 
together in the ſame breaſt. Draw nigh then. to the 
Father of Mercies, and ſay, every one of you in the 
ſincerity of his heart, Father, I have ſinned againſt 


heaven and in thy ſight; and J am not worthy to 
be called thy Son.” Then will Gop receive you to 


his. mercy, for the ſake of that which Jeſus . Chriſt 
has done, and is continually doing for you, at the 
right hand of the Father: He will forgive you all 
that is paſt, and enable you, by his grace, which you 
maſt aſk-for in your daily prayers, to continue in the 
way of holineſs unto your life's end: and when your 
bodies ſhall be raiſed again at the laſt day, which is 
the next Article that you are required to. believe, He 
will make you partakers of LITE EVERLASTING. 


The Reſurrection, or riſing again of the body, to 
thoſe who have a right faith in Gop, and a well- 
founded hope in his mercy through Chriſt, is an 
article ſo full of comfort, that it blunts the edge of 
the ſharpeſt Rigs to which-we can be n 
in this world. bi 

Many of you, my poor brethren, that now hear 
me, are in want of thoſe bleſſings and conve- 
niences of life, which others enjoy in great abun- 
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dance. Now, is it not a comfortable thought to 


ſuch of you, that when a few years are paſt, your 
periſhable bodies ſhall be decently committed to the 
earth? You will be quietly Jaid for a time, in that 


place, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
where the weary are at reſt ; where the priſoners reſt 
together, and hear not the voice of the oppreſſor; 
where both ſmall and great are laid, and the ſervant 
is free from his maſter: After which, if you have 
but been faithful to Gop, and ſober, diligent, and 
honeſt in your dealings with men, you ſhall ariſe ro 
a new life of happineſs that ſhall never have an end. 
There is one thing, indeed, in this world, which 
can never be ſufficiently lamented : I mean, a ſtate 


| of poverty and wretchedneſs, rendered ſtill more in- 


ſupportable by the torment of a guilty conſcience.— 
When the world frowns upon you, and difficul- 


ties and misfortunes ſurround you, and you cannot | 


look up to heaven for comfort; I grant that your 


ſituatiom is moſt deplorable : but if you can raiſe your 
thoughts with holy confidence towards Gon, arid by 
faith behold. the Father of Mercies as your friend; 


you may then, with courage and reſolution, brave 
the ſtorms. of this tempeſtuous world; in a ſure and 
certain hope of reſt, and peace, and joy, when your 
- fouls and bodies fhall be again united, and you ſhall 
Rand before Crop at the laſt day. In what manner 


the reſurrection of the body ſhall be brought to paſs, 
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is not your concern, neither need it be made the ſub- 
ject of your inquiry. It is a truth, as certain as that 


you now live, and hear me declaring it to you, on 


the authority of the Word of Gop. To the power 
of Gop all things are poſſible ; and He, who, by 
his Word, made the world and all things therein, 
can, by his word, colle& the ſcattered parts of. it 
together, and bid your dead bones live again: He, 
in whoſe book are all our members written, can ſo 
| replace them by his almighty power, that every one. 
may receive according to the things done in his body, 
whether they be good or bad. The belief of this 
article. depends on our belief of the reſurrection of 
Chriſt ; which, therefore, was proved to the es 
in every way that it was capable of being proved: i 
had the teſtimony of friends and of enemies, of an- 
gels, and of Gop. It was neceſſary that a doctrine 
ſo important, ſhould be eſtabliſhed in the fulleſt 
manner ; becauſe, in the certainty of Chriſt's. reſur- 


rection that of all mankind. is included. Let the. 


belief of this truth, that your bodies ſhall be raiſed, 
again, make you. careful not to defile them by ſin; 


that they may be preſented pure, holy, and undefiled 


before Gop, when the trumpet ſhall awaken them 
from the duſt, and ſummon you to judgment. 


That the conſequence of this judgment will be 


| Lizs EVERLASTING to the righteous is the concluding, 
Wo of our belief; and, alſo, is a doctrine ſo; 1. - 
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of cotifore, that it is alone ſufficient to raiſe the 


; drooping ſpirit, to ſuſtain the fainting heart, to 


ſweeten your preſent miſeries, to lighten your heavy 
burthens, to encourage you in all dangers, and to 
ſupport your in all adverſities. | 


Dy By THE Livn EVERLASTING: we underſtand, that 
when the body, which hath lain in the duſt of the earth, 
ſhall again be united with the ſoul, a life that never 
ſhall have an end, ſhall take place. Conſider, then, 
how nearly you are concerned to take care that the 
ſtate, on which you ſhall hereafter enter, be a ſtate of 
happineſs and unſpeakable joy. This, you know, 
depends on the life you lead in the preſent world: 
an everlaſting life of happineſs, be ' aſſured, it will be 


to thoſe, who have here led a godly and a chriſtian 


life, doing the will of Gop from the heart; acting 
always as in his ſight; diligent in their ſeveral duties, 
conſtant in their religious ſervices, humble in their 
opinion of themſelves, charitable in their ſentiments 


| of others, kind and gentle in their behaviour, chaſte 


and pure in their converſation, meek and contented 
in their ſituation, juſt and upright towards all men; 
and, after all, truſting not in their own righteouſneſs 
| for acceptance and ſalvation, but looking up to Je- 
ſus, the author and finiſher of their faith, to ad- 


miſſion into that Heavenly kingdom, which He hath 


opened for the reception of all that believe and obey 
the Goſpel. I forbear to e the miſeries of 
5 3 | | thoſe, 


the 


thoſe, who, by their folly and wickedneſs here, de: 


0 themſelves of all hope of happineſs in another 


world: it were bad enough, to be baniſhed for ever 


from the preſence of Gop, the fountain and giver of 


every bleſſing; but to be tormented for ever with 


evil ſpirits in a fire, which never ſhall be quenched, 
is to be in ſuch a ſtate, that I hope the bare men- 
tion of it will be ſufficient to diſcourage you all from 
ſuch a life of diſobedience, as would lead you to it. 
From this ſtate Chriſt has died to deliver you all; 
and, inſtead of it, to put you in poſſeſſion of a life 


of joy and happineſs, which ſhall know no 


end, Be ye faithful, therefore, unto the end of your 
lives, and obedient to his will; and then ſhall ye 
find, to your unſpeakable comfort, that peace which 


paſſeth all underſtanding: ye ſhall then experience 
the truth of that declaration of the Apoſtle, St. Paul, 


that whatever afflictions may oppreſs you for a mo- 


ment, ſhall be ſucceeded by a far more n and 


eternal weight of oy” in Heaven: 


25 Which Gop in His infinite ey grant to us all, | 
through the merits, and for the fake of his ever- 


bleſſed Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Loxp, to whom, with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, be given all ho- 


nour, and glory and | endl in 1 time and cm 


Amen. 
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LECTURE XIT. 


. ON THE. SACRAMENT OF: THE EONS 
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'M (-ornthiang, ps xi. ver. 235 20 25: 


The = Feſus, 1 Jamenight, in which He Was be- 
trayed, took bread ;, 


Aud . 4 He had given tn 255 brate it, 12 
ſaid, Take, eat: This is my body, which is broken 
Jer * | This T in remembrance. of me. 2 


After the 1 manner alſo He took the cup, PR E. 
bad ſupped, faying,, This cup is the New. Teſtament. 
in my blood; This 0 ar, as oft. as. ye drink 11 in 
 Temenbrance 15 me. FR n 
. one TE my e ede I told you, my 


F riends, that I would endeavour to make you un- 
. derſtand 
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derſtand the nature and deſign of another ſolemm 
office in the Chriſtian church, called the Sacrament 
of the LoxD's Supper; in which ſervice we remem- 
ber the great love of our Maſter and only Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt, in dying for us on the Croſs. I told 
you in one of the firſt of theſe Lectures, that Jeſus 
Chriſt eame into the world to fave ſinners. - Chriſt; 
the Son of Gor, who had no fin of his own to 
ſuffer for, was willing to become a facrifice - for our 
fins; that ſo the ſentence of Gop againſt finners 
might not be executed; He had ſaid, The ſoul that 
 fannath ſhall ſurely die; by which is not meant merely 
ſuch a death as you, and I, and all fleſh muſt un- 
dergo, when our breath ſhall depart from our bo- 
dies; but a much worſe death than this, which the 
foul of the wicked muſt endure, when it ſhall be ſe- 
parated from Gop, in whoſe preſence it would o- 
therwile_haye lived for evermore. To prevent ſo 
much evil to the ſoul as this, Gon himſelf ordains, 
that Jeſus Chriſt, his only Son, equal in power, ma- 
jeſty, and glory with Himſelf, ſhall become man, 
ſhall be born of a virgin, in a manner too wonderful 
for us thorougly to underſtand, and concerning which 
we need not, we ought not, curiouſly to enquire, | 
but to believe that ſo it is, becauſe a Gop of truth - 
hath declared it. And Jeſus: Chriſt Himſelf moſt 
freely undertakes this office of mercy, to ſave man- 
kind. He is born the ſon of a poor, as well as pure 
| En; 3 r rouſel to a man, mean in his outward 
1 | ſtation, 
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ſtation, but irreproachable in his character and con- 
duct; deſcended, as well as the Virgin Mary, from 
the Houſe of David, and, therefore, of a royal fa- 


mily. During his infancy and childhood, He retired 


with his parents, and was ſubject unto them; He 
was ready to aſſiſt in the occupation of his father, 
and was obedient to his commands; giving us an 


example, even in this his retirement, of diligence in 


our ſtation, and ſubmiſſion to our parents, and to 
thoſe that are ſet over us. When He was twelve 
Fears old, we hear, indeed, of his ſhowing a degree 
of wiſdom and underſtanding more than belongs to 
man; when, ſittihg in the midſt of the fewiſh Doc- 
tors, He confounded and ſurpriſed them with the 
queſtions which He aſked, ard the anſwers which 


He gave. We hear no more of Him till the fulneſs 


of the time was come, when He was to go forth 


among men, to preach tlie Goſpel to ſuch poor as 


yourſelves ; not chooſing the rich in this world, but 
ſuch as were rich in faith, ready to hear his fermons, 

and willing to do what He commanded them. 10 
the wiſdom of his words, He added the power of 
his miracles; by which you are to underſtand, ſuch 


Vonderful works as no mere Man could ever have 
performed; ſuch as healing the fick in a moment; 


feeding thouſands with. a few loaves of bread, giving 
fight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, ſpeech to the 


dumb, and even life to thoſe that had been dead, 


| and had been laid for ſome days in the grave, The 
8 | _ winds 
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when He ſaid to them, Peace, be till,” their rage 
and fury ceaſed in an inſtant. Even the devils were 
ſubject to his power, and departed, at his command, 
out of thoſe that were poſſeſſed by them. 


And now, methinks, I hear you ſaying, What 4 
bleſſing was ſuch a perſon to the world, and parti- 
cularly to the people, among whom He thought pro- 
per to abide ! How delighted muſt they be to fee. 


and hear Him! How unfeignedly muſt they love 
Him ! ! How cloſely muſt they follow Him! How 


eagerly muſt they crowd around Him, to hear his 


gracious words, and be benefited by his works of 
mercy and kindneſs! But how will you be ſurpriſed to 
hear, that the converts which he made were very few, 


_- whilſt his enemies were many in number: nay, that 


He was deſpiſed and rejected of men; and that 
while He was going about, and doing good where- 
ſoever He went, He had not a place where to lay 


His head: He was a man of ſorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief. Even they, for whoſe benefit 
above all others He came, to preach the glad tidings 
of falvation among them, even they who had been 
for ages diſtinguiſhed as the people of Gop, received. 
llüm not. Thus were three years of this precious, 


but comfortleſs life, ſpent in doing good, and re- 
ceiving nothing but evil in return; except from a 

few. poor Enorant tuhermen and others, who were 
ES ready 
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winds and the ſea were obedient to his word; and 
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ready to obey his call, and joined themſelves to Him, 
to liſten to his doctrines, and to follow his inſtruc- 
tions. Even one of theſe, who were in number no 


more than twelve, proved a traitor, and for a ſmall 
ſum of money, deſerted his Maſter, and betrayed 


Him; betrayed Him under the appearance of more 
than ordinary love and friendſhip. When the Jew.. 
iſh rulers were deſirous to apprehend Him, this 
wicked wretch (good had it been for him if he had 
never been born!) gave them a ſign how they might 


know for a certainty, which was JEsus, whom he 


- undertook to betray to them:—© Whomſoever I 


ſhall kiſs,” ſays he, the ſame is He.” —Accord- | 


ingly, upon the ſoldiers? and officers? appearance, 


Judas, the vile betrayer of his Maſter, ran up to 


him, and with traiterous lips He cries, “Hail, Maſ- 
ter !”” and kiſſed Him; upon which they inſantly 


advanced'to take Him. At their firſt approach, by 


. the power of his word, He ſtruck them to the 


ground; but afterwards He delivered Himſelf up to 


their will.—If I ſhould dwell on the particulars of 
what followed, and deſcribe to ' you the ſufferings of 


this innocent and holy perſon ;z—how. he. was buf- 


crowned with thorns,—dragged - from one judge to 


another, —accuſed by falſe witneſſes, —forſaken of all 


his diſciples, —and denied over and over by one of 


them in particular, who had ſaid he would ſooner 


dis: than deny his maſter if J ſhould carry you. 


| towards 
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towards the place of his death, and ſhow you your 
Saviour, fainting under the weight of that croſs, 
upon which He was ſoon to be lifted up ;—if I were 
to deſcribe Him, pierced through his hands and feet 
with great nails, and hanging miſerably and diſgrace- 
fully between two thieves, from nine o'clock in the 
morning, till three o'clock in the afternoon, full of 
pain and torment ; calling upon Gop, his heavenly 
Father, in thoſe words, which David had faid, a 
thouſand years before, He would make uſe of; My 
Gon! my Gop ! why haſt. thou forſaken me? —if 
I ſhould repreſent to you, the vail of the temple ſplit 
aſunder,—the rocks rent,. the ſun entirely darkened 
at noon- day, — the graves opened, —the dead ariſing, 
—and all nature, heaven, earth, and the grave, con- 
founded and amazed at this aſtoniſhing event -I! 
ſay, if I were to dwell on theſe affecting particulars, 
as I might, I know not whether you would feel more 
horror at the act, or hatred againſt the actors in this 
dreadful buſineſs : I know not whether you would _ 
be more apt to lament and bewail the miſery and 
ſufferings, or admire and adore the love and goodneſs, 
of the Son of Gop. Your hearts, even now, mult 
needs burn within you at this poor imperfect ſtory of 
his woe: how much more deeply would the fight it- 
felf have affected you ! His agony, which produced 
great drops of bloody ſweat, would have amazed Hom ; 
his patience under it would have aſtoniſhed: you; — 
while in the midft of his torment He cried out, © 0 
„„ N my 
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blood, methinks, would have boiled with rage 
againſt his perſecutors ; ; you would have been ready 


Him; on Pilate that condemned Him; on the 
| Scribes and Phariſees that endeavoured to enſnare 
1 Him; on the perjured witneſſes that gave falſe evi- 


titude, which preferred a? murtherer before Him.— 


| yourlelves, as the ſinful children of Adam, had in 
theſe tranſactions. Was it not becauſe the firſt Adam 


| ſecond Adam, which is Chriſt, was hanged, on the 
accurſed tree of the croſs? Though the Jews were 
| the wicked inſtruments, were not our fins the firſt 


his own body on the tree, that we, through Him, 
might be ſaved? And thus was the guilt of all our 


by his precious blood, which ten thouſand ſacrifices 
would never have been able to atone for. Nothing 


or have delivered us from the puniſhment of ſin. You 
will all then agree with me, in magnifying the par- 
doning grace and mercy of. Gop,' in ſending his 
Son into the world. Indeed you cannot be affected 

. | 5 as 


my Father, not my will, but thine be done.” Your 
to inflict a thouſand deaths on Judas that betrayed 

dence againſt Him, and on that blaſphemous mul- 
1 Hut let me beſeech you to conſider, what ſhare you 


had eaten the fruit of the forbidden tree, that the 


great cauſe, in the 3 and death of Him, who 
is the Lorp of life? Did He not bear our ſins in 


ins, if ſincerely bewailed and forſaken, waſhed away 


leſs than the blood of Him, who was Gor as well 
as man, could ever have purified us from the guilt, 
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as you ought with what you have juſt now heard 
deſcribed, and not aſk with David, cc What reward 
ſhall I give unto the Lord for all theſe. benefits, 
which, by his precious blood-thedding, He hath ob- 
tained for me?” Now, if you really are in earneſt 
when you aſk this queſtion, the ſame inſpired Wri- 
ter will ſupply you with an anſwer, and you will be 
ready to imitate his example: © I. vill receive,” 
ſays he, © the cup of lalvation, and will call upon 
the name of the Lok p.“ But in order to your 
rightly underſtanding what is meant by the Cup of 
Salvation, I muſt defire you to remember what were 
the words which I delivered. to you in the beginning 
of this Diſcourſe : The Loxp JESUS, the ſame 6: > 
in which | He 1 Was betrayed, took bread 3 | 


* 8 Hy beds given thanks, He brake it, and 
| fat: Take, eat; this is my body which is broken 25 | 
v Thi do 1 in remembrance of ine. 


After the fame manner alſo He took the cup, when | 
He had ſupped, ſaying: This cup is the New Ta- 
ment in my blaod : This do ye, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me. 


— 


- Yau here . true meaning and intention of 
this holy Sacrament; but yet theſe words do not 
fully ſet before you the benefits ariſing from the 

15 ſervation of 1 it. 
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The Loxp Jeſus, more attentive to the future be- 


nefit of his Church, than regardful of his own ap- 
proaching ſufferings,. the very night, in which He 
was about to be betrayed, and delivered up into the 
hands of his enemies, took bread, in the preſence of 
his diſciples; and when He had given thanks, (teach- 
ing you never to eat or drink, without a thankful 


heart and a thankſgiving tongue) He brake the bread, 


and gave it to them, ſaying, © Take, eat, this is to 
repreſent my body, which is now about to be given 
for you on the croſs: take and eat this, and do it 
in remembrance of me: whenever ye eat the bread 
thus broken, and delivered to you in this holy Sacra- 
ment, remember my body broken for your ſakes; 
and whenever you drink of this wine, remember 


that it is the neareſt repreſentation that can be made 


of my blood poured out on the croſs, for the ſalva- 
tion of mankind : and thus will ye be ſhowing forth 


the Lon p's death, till He cometh to judge the 


* 


world.“ 


It may be neceſſary, however, here, to caution 
you againſt an error, into which many that are better 


informed in other matters than yourſelves, have fallen 


Who fancy, that, becauſe we are required to eat of that 
Bread, and to drink of that Cup, in remembrance of 
Cnnr1s7;' this is the only purpoſe of receiving the holy 
Communion :” If this were all, it would be little more 
. than an unprofitable ceremony, and the beſt purpoſes of 


its 
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its infkitution would not be anſwered. Much more is 
implied in this religious ſervice; in which, we not only 
call to our remembrance what great things our Lox D 
and Saviour hath done and ſuffered for us; but we 
alſo profeſs our faith in the all ſufficient merits of his 
ſacrifice, when His body was broken, and His blood 
was poured out on the Croſs : we declare our thank- 
fulneſs for ſuch an inſtance of His unſpeakable 
mercy : and, by joining with our Fellow-Chriſtians in 
this moſt ſolemn act of our religion, we ſhow forth 
our charity towards all men; our communion and 
fellowſhip with thoſe in particular, who are engaged 
in the ſame ſervice, who are partakers of the fame 
ſpiritual privileges, and hope to be admitted to the 
fame glory with ourſelves. We call to our re- 
membrance thoſe declarations of Chriſt Himſelf, 
which we cannot apply to any other than this Sa- 
crament; wherein He declares, that He is the Bread 
of Life ;—the Living Bread, which came down frem 
Heaven z—and that if any man eat of this Bread, 
(always ſuppoſing it to be done with an holy and 
ſuitable diſpoſition of mind) he ſball hve for ever : 
We recall to our minds that word of His, which 
" ought to inſure our conſtant obſeryance of this 
duty, and which offers the greateſt encouragement 
imaginable to every worthy receiver: Except ye eat. 
the Hels of the Son of Man, andatrial hes blood; ye þ Pave 
no life in you : Wheſo eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my. 


bod hath eternal life, and I will raiſe him up at the 
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laſt-day: For my fleſh is meat indeed, and in y Bload. is 


drink indeed: He that eateth my fleſh,” and arinket) 
my. ak awelleth in me, and J in him. 


© 


e Is u polls; that theſe expiry can. relate to 


any thing, but to the ſervice, which I am at this 


time recommending to you? And is it poſſible to 
conceive greater bleſſings, than are here annexed to 
the performance of it? Without receiving the body 
and blood of Chriſt, we are declared to be ſpiritually 


dead ; but if we duly receive it, we have the privi- 


lege of being united with Chriſt ;—<'we dwell in 


_ Him, and He in us, we are one with Chriſt, and 
Chriſt with us; and we have His gracious promiſe, 


that He-will raiſe us up at the laſt day; which ex- 


preſſion implies the greateſt. of all poſſible bleſſings : 
Fot though, at the laſt day, it is true that all men 
ſhall riſe again with their own bodies, that all may 
be judged according to their works; yet here our 
Saviour muſt be underſtood as encouraging us to 


the obſervance of this duty by a moſt gracious 


"promiſe, that ſuch as have ſhown forth their 


faith in His death, ſhall be raiſed up to be partakers 
of his Everlaſting Kingdom. Theſe conſiderations, 
I hope, will be inſtead of a thouſand arguments, to 


induce you to think yourſelves guilty of an omiſſion 
arid neglect of a poſitive duty, whenever you turn 
your backs on the Loxp's Table, at a time when 
the holy Communion is about to be adminiſtered. 
You 8 deſpiſe the beſt means of furthering 


La 
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. your growth in grace now, and of brightening your 
proſpect of eternal glory hereafter, 


reid what J have ſaid, you will ſee how neceſſary 
it is, that you ſhould engage in the performance of 
this, as of every other religious ſervice, with all poſ- 
ſible ſeriouſneſs, and reverent attention of mind. 


But here let 1 remind EA he this moſt fone 
duty of our religion is not to be performed careleſsly, 
and without much ſerious thought. When you are 

about to receive this bread and wine, you are to draw 
"nigh, with a deep ſenſe of the hatefulneſs of ſin in gene- 
ral, which made it neceſſary that the body of Chriſt 
| ſhould be broken, and his blood poured out on the 
croſs, to fave us from the puniſhment juſtly due to 
our ſins: and you muſt remember, with unfeigned 
ſorrow, that though you had no ſhare in crucify- 
ing your Saviour, yet you have ſet at nought his 
ſufferings, whenever you have been neither afraid 
nor aſhamed to diſregard his threatenings, and diſobey 
his laws. This you muſt ſeriouſly call to mind, 
whenever you are about to receive theſe tokens of 
your Baviour's love, and of his ſufferings for your 
fake; and you muſt reſolve, for the time to come, 
more frequently to remember what He hath done 
and ſuffered for you, and to make a better return for 
| his merciful kindneſs. You muſt believe, that Gop 


is an and * muſt be thankful that He is willing 
„ Ae 
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and deficous, to beſtow on you the bleſſing of eternal 
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- - life, for the fake of Him who. ſuffered death upon 


the croſs, to purchaſe that ineſtimable blefling for 
mankind. 


S's 


But there is one diſpoſition of mind, which, above 


all others, you muſt bring with you to this heaven! y 
feaſt; and that is, a perfect good-will towards all 
men, even towards your enemies: if you have a 


| quarrel againſt any, you muſt firſt be at peace with 


him, and heartily reconciled : if he refuſes to be recon- 
. cied to you, this is not to hinder you from the ob- 
ſervance of this duty : if you are ready and willing 


to forgive him, you have the diſpoſition and frame of 


mind, which is expected from you; and you may 
then, ſo far as Chriſtian charity is concerned, draw 
near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your 


comfort. And be aſſured, that you will find it the 


belt preſervative againſt ſin; the beſt ſupport under 
all your troubles; the beſt remedy for all the diſeaſes 


of your minds: you will grow more ſober, more 
Vuirtuous, more diligent, more obedient to your maſ- 
ters, more kind and friendly one towards another; 
you will be more ſtrictly juſt and honeſt in all your 
. dealings, and, in conſequence of all this, more eaſy 


1 and happy; more comfortable while you live, and 


detter prepared and more ready to die. You will 


1 be united in your affections to the Author and Giver 
of all — 8 earth; and the firſt deſire of 
. your 


ä»Z—Zͤ——) —— — —öEà—ẽ2. . — ͤ — — 


LECTURE XII. „ 


your hearts will be, when you leave this world, to 
dwell with Him in a ſtate of perfect happineſs and 
glory; ; where, with Angels and Archangels, and all 
the Hoſt of Heaven, you may laud and magnify 
your Great Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, the 
FATHER, the Sox, and the Hor v Gos r, to all 
Kerle: 


To which bleſſed ſtate may Gop of his infinite 
mercy bring us all, through the merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt'our LoxD : to whom, with the Holy Ghoſt, 
three Perſons and one God, be aſcribed all honour. 
and glory, gens. an. and praiſe, 5 and 
for evermore. Amen. Amen. 
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